
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

PO Box 5641 High Point, NC 27262 

Ronald Lee Perdue, Commander 

www.fraziercamp.org 
1996 WINNER OF THE TAZWELL HARGROVE DISTINGUISHED CAMP AWARD 

Sesquicentennial Edition 

APRIL 2013 
 

Headquarters, Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 
Near High Point 

 

The Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 of the Sons of Confederate Veterans Historical Honor Society welcomes 

you to join us in our next monthly meeting on Monday evening, April 8th, 2013 at 7:00 pm at the 

Woman’s Club of High Point, 4106 Johnson Street in High Point. Please arrive anytime after 6 pm and 

enjoy great food and fellowship with members and the ladies from our OCR Laura Wesson Chapter. 
 

Special Invitation to all, Michael C. Hardy, author and historian, will share history from his latest book, 

“Civil War Charlotte: Last Capital of the Confederacy”. Not only was Charlotte an important 

manufacturing center, it was also the last capital of the Confederacy. This is the first book to explore 

Charlotte’s journey through war, reconstruction, and remembrance. We look forward to his visit and 

another program on history from his research and award winning books on Confederate history.  
 

Please plan on joining us on Monday evening. Invite and bring visitors as we remember our gallant 

ancestors, preserve the principles of our founding fathers, study forgotten & ignored history and honor 

the heritage they left us. We are truly blessed with the opportunity to experience the Sesquicentennial of 

the War for Southern Independence in our lifetimes… 

 

2011 WINNER OF THE NORTH CAROLINA DIVISION COL. LEONIDAS LaFAYETTE POLK BEST CAMP NEWSLETTER AWARD 



 

 

 
 
  

Calendar of Events 
 

 April 8th Meeting 
 

Michael C. Hardy, author and historian, will share history from his 

latest book, “Civil War Charlotte: Last Capital of the Confederacy”.   
 

 Confederate Memorial Day Service – May 10th, 6:30 pm   
 

Join us for our annual service in the observance of Confederate 

Memorial Day in North Carolina at historic Oakwood Cemetery in 

High Point. Our special guest speaker will be North Carolina Division 

Chief of Staff Ronnie Roach. He will be sharing his inspirational 

program entitled “Why I Observe Confederate Memorial Day”. 
 

May 13th Meeting 
 

Lt. Commander Larry Brandon will share a very informative program 

on the history of Oakwood Cemetery in High Point from his extensive 

research of local history that you do not wish to miss.   

Lt. F.C. Frazier 
 

Felix Cicero Frazier was born on January 15, 1838, the son of Allen M. and 

Nellie Burton Frazier. He passed away on May 8, 1916 and is buried at the 

old Prospect Church in High Point, North Carolina. His fellow Confederate 

soldiers conducted the last rites at his burial.  
 

On July 7, 1862 Felix Cicero Frazier enlisted in Halifax County, NC as a 

private in the "Wilmington Horse Artillery," later designated 1st Company 

A, 36th Regiment North Carolina Troops, (2nd Regiment North Carolina 

Artillery). On April 30, 1863 he was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant and 

assigned to Company A, 10th Battalion North Carolina Heavy Artillery. He 

rose to the rank of First Lieutenant in September-October of 1863.  
 

Frazier's first involvement in the war came on December 13-14, 1862 with 

his battery in battle around Kinston, NC. On December 17, 1862 at the 

Battle of Goldsboro Bridge, they were successful in driving the Federals 

back. After assignment to Company A, 10th Battalion, Frazier was likely 

among some friends he had grown up with men from Davidson, Randolph, 

and Guilford Counties.  
 

This company saw very little action from April of 1863 through December 

10th when it was ordered to Fort Caswell in Brunswick County. Lt. Frazier 

described the events in Clark's Histories of the Regiments. "The battalion 

was at Fort Caswell some months in 1863. While there the Ad-Vance, State 

blockade runner, grounded on the bar, off the fort one and a half miles. The 

writer, Sergeant Harris and fifteen men were sent aboard to keep the 

Federal gunboats off; a storm coming up, we were not relieved for three 

days. The steamer was loaded down with stores for our North Carolina 

soldiers; we did not know for some time whether we were going to Hart's 

Island or 'Davy Jones' locker.' While out there a blockade-runner passed by 

and entered the Cape Fear at 10 a.m. Governor Vance presented the writer 

with a suit of English grey, a small fortune at the time."  
 

There were other assignments at Forts Campbell and Anderson in 

Brunswick County until November 24, 1864 when they were sent to 

Georgia to reinforce Lt. Gen. William J. Hardee's command in resisting 

Sherman's advance on Savannah. After being moved around to various 

positions around Savannah, Frazier was moved up the Central Railroad 

forty-five miles towards Macon, GA. At a place called Jenks' Bridge, 

Frazier and twenty-four other men were taken prisoner after an engagement 

with some of Sherman's advance troops.  
 

Frazier was held prisoner at Hilton Head, S.C. for two months along with 

160 other Confederate officers on "retaliation." Frazier described this as 

meaning "one pint of corn meal a day and some pickles, no meat, no fire in 

the buildings, meal old and bitter, bran and bugs in it." He also stated that 

"one third of the officers could not walk when moved north to Fort 

Delaware." He was paroled on June 17, 1865.  
 

A final note of tribute to Felix Cicero Frazier was paid him by Charles S. 

Powell who served as a 2nd Lieutenant and Adjutant of Company B, 10th 

Battalion, N.C. Heavy Artillery. While writing a piece for Clark's histories 

of the N.C. Regiments, he stated Felix Cicero Frazier was "the best gunner 

in the army."  
 

On January 14, 1992 the Lt. F. C. Frazier Camp 668 in 

High Point,  North Carolina was chartered by the Sons 

of Confederate Veterans in tribute to Lt. Frazier and all 

of those brave men who wore Gray. 
 

                    Lt. F. C. Frazier Camp 668 
               North Carolina Division 

 
 

“Our Charge” 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of 

the cause for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of 
the Confederate soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the 

emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he loved 

and which you love also, and those ideals which made him glorious and 
which you also cherish."  

 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee 
Commander General 

United Confederate Veterans 
 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
April 25, 1906 

 
 

 

Then call us Rebels, if you will, we glory in the name; for 
bending under unjust laws, and swearing faith to an unjust 
cause, we count as greater shame. 
Richmond Daily Dispatch, May 12, 1862 

 Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668  
High Point, North Carolina 

 
Commander-                 Ronald Lee Perdue 

1
st

 Lt. Commander–         Larry Brandon 

2
nd

 Lt. Commander-         Michael Thomas 

Camp Adjutant -               Todd Southard 

Camp Chaplain-            Rev. Herman White 

Color Sergeant-                    Ed Hawley 

Camp Historian-              Phillip Dedmon 

Camp Judge Advocate-Harold Crews, Attorney 

Camp Quartermaster-       Damon Webb 

Camp Surgeon -   Charles C. Crowell, III, MD 

Camp Treasurer-                    Ed Julian 

Communications Officer-      James Hicks 

Division Chaplain-             Rev. Herman White 

Division Editor-in-Chief-    Ronald Lee Perdue 

Division Surgeon-           Charles Crowell III, MD   

North Piedmont Brigade Commander- Keith Jones 

Past Camp Commander’s Committee - Rusty Van Landingham,  

Ken Norman, Tom Corns, Rev. Herman White, and Keith Jones  

 

 

 

  

FROM THE COMMANDERS TENT is published monthly by the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans Lt. F. C. Frazier Camp 668 High Point, 

NC. Provide your email address to the editor for a free color online 

version. Mailed black and white copies are available for Donors, 

Members, and Sponsors on request. Newsletter rates are $18 per year for 

Ancestor Memorial Ads, $24 per year for Business Advertisements and 

Donations which assist in the costs of printing and postage.  
 

Address all correspondence, comments, or change of address to our 

editor, Ron Perdue, 336 880 8243, email to ronaldleeperdue@yahoo.com  

or mail to PO Box 5641, High Point, NC 27262. All material not clearly 

identified from other sources is copyrighted by the Lt. F. C. Frazier 

Camp 668 and may not be reproduced without written permission. We 

reserve the right to not accept any advertisement or article we feel is 

detrimental to our Southern Heritage, the Honor of our Ancestors, or the 

Cause for Southern Independence. 
 

The Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 688 is proud that our monthly newsletter 

“From the Commander’s Tent” was acknowledged by our Compatriots 

in the North Carolina Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans with 

the 2011 Colonel Leonidas LaFayette Polk Best Camp Newsletter Award 
 

Visit our new exciting website: www.fraziercamp.org, maintained by our 

Webmaster Mrs. Sara Hicks, devgurl00@gmail.com, proud member of 

our Laura Wesson Chapter 5, NC Society, Order of Confederate Rose. 
 

Visit us on Facebook and check out our camp pictures. Our camp email 

address: fraziercamp668@yahoo.com  
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WE INVITE YOU TO A MEETING 
 

 
 

The Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 in High Point welcomes you to attend one 

of our meetings and join us in the study of history, the remembrance of our 

ancestors, honoring Confederate veterans, and the preservation of heritage. 
 

Our camp meets on the second Monday evening of each month at the 

Women’s Club of High Point, 4106 Johnson Street with buffet provided by 

the good folks of Troy Robertson Catering. Arrive any time after 6 pm to 

join us for fellowship and supper as it is called in the tradition of the South. 

The buffet is only $10.00 plus tax with coffee, tea, water and the only 

request with discounted price is that we take care of the servers. Desserts 

are also available if desired at an additional cost. 
 

The meetings of the Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp and the Laura Wesson Chapter 

start around 7 pm following fellowship. Afterwards, the ladies join us again 

for history shared by our special guest speakers. Our guest speakers focus 

on: the culture, the heritage, and the history of our ancestors. The 

inspirational and motivational programs are very interesting and promote 

the understanding of the true history of the South. 
 

The citizen-soldiers who fought for the Confederacy personified the best 

qualities of America. The preservation of liberty and freedom was the 

motivating factor in the South's decision to fight the Second American 

Revolution. The tenacity with which Confederate soldiers fought 

underscored their belief in the rights guaranteed by the Constitution. These 

attributes are the underpinnings of our democratic society and represent the 

foundation on which this nation was built. Today, the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans is preserving the history and legacy of these heroes, so that future 

generations can understand the motives that animated the Southern Cause. 
 

Our Historical Honor Society was established in 1896 by direct heirs of the 

United Confederate Veterans. The Sons of Confederate Veterans is 

comprised of people just like you. We make positive contributions to 

society and serve our respective communities throughout the United States. 

We are proud of our Heritage and of the many contributions made to the 

fabric of society by our brave ancestors. We believe history should be seen, 

taught, and understood – not removed from view, disparaged, or 

deliberately manipulated. 
 

The Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 in High Point is in the North Carolina 

Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, and is not affiliated with any 

other group, and we are non-political. 
 

The Frazier Camp 668 rejects any group whose actions demean or distort 

the image of the Confederate soldier’s good name, or their reasons for 

fighting. We do not support, condone, or embrace any group whose 

philosophy involves racism. Neither do we accept any such persons as 

guests to our meetings or as members to our organization. 
 

Qualification for membership is a male descendant of any veteran who 

served honorably in the Confederacy. Membership can be obtained through 

documented genealogy of either direct or collateral family lines. The 

minimum age for membership is 12. The Frazier Camp invites you to 

become a part of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. If any help is needed to 

find a Confederate’s military record, we will be glad to assist you. 
 

If you do not have a Confederate ancestor, but wish to honor the values and 

principles of our forebears, you are welcome to join us as a Friend of the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans Historically Honor Society. We look forward 

to welcoming you as a guest in our next meeting.  
 

   

 

 

ALL LADIES WELCOME 
 

The Laura Wesson Chapter 5 in High Point welcomes you to attend one of 

our meetings and join us in our goals to support the Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 

668. We meet during the men’s meeting following the buffet. Afterwards, 

we join the men for history from the guest speaker.   
 

The goal of the Order of Confederate Rose is to support your Confederate 

Heritage and the activities of the Sons of Confederate Veterans on a local, 

state, and national level. The OCR assists the SCV by providing additional 

communications, promoting educational programs, organizing social 

functions, and supporting the activities of their associated camp. This 

unique organization allows each Chapter the freedom to support the 

individual needs of their SCV camp and their communities. 
 

The Order of Confederate Rose was named in honor of Heroine Rose 

O’Neal Greenhow, a 40-year old widow and mother of four when the war 

broke out. Rose O’Neal Greenhow ran an elaborate spy ring from her home 

on 16th Street in Washington, D.C. during the war. “To this end I employed 

very capacity in which God has endowed me”, she wrote. 
 

Rose kept almost daily contact with General PGT Beauregard. On the 

morning of July 10, he received a coded message: McDowell has certainly 

been ordered to advance on the 16th signed by R.O.G. The General now had 

the information he needed for a victory at Manassas. The U.S. War 

Department grew suspicious of Rose and she was arrested and then spent 5 

months in a Yankee prison with her 8-year-old daughter. She was finally 

paroled and exiled South. 
 

President Davis asked Rose to travel to Europe to campaign for support of 

the Confederacy. She wrote a book in conjunction with the royalists during 

her visit. She returned home laden with gold for the Confederacy, but she 

drowned off the coast of Wilmington. She was buried with full military 

honors with a Confederate flag draped over her coffin. She was buried at 

the Oakdale Cemetery in Wilmington, North Carolina. 
 

The Laura Wesson Chapter 5 in High Point is part of the North Carolina 

Society in the Order of Confederate Rose. Our Chapter was named in honor 

of Heroine Laura Wesson who was travelling with her father from Virginia 

to Charleston when they stopped in High Point in 1865. She volunteered to 

stay in the “pest house” and was the only nurse caring for the soldiers 

suffering from a smallpox epidemic. Laura Wesson would eventually 

succumb to smallpox and died on April 25, 1865 at the early age of twenty. 

She is buried in an unknown location in Oakwood Cemetery, but a marker 

was placed at the entrance of the Confederate Section by the Laura Wesson 

Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy in 1936. The original 

marker was said to have been a stick with a note on it stating: “Fed the 

hungry, clothed the naked, nursed the sick and wounded” 
 

Membership does not require a Confederate ancestor or relative in the Sons 

of Confederate Veterans – The only requirement to join the OCR is a desire 

to support our Confederate Heritage. The OCR does not compete with the 

United Daughters of the Confederacy or other genealogical organizations. 
 

Please contact Chapter President Janice Horne at 336 434 2237 for more 

details or you may contact North Carolina Society President Laura Stallard 

at laura21nct@earthlink.net or 336 993 8330. 
 

 
Confederate Memorial Day Service on May 10, 2011 – Mayor Becky Smothers placed these Roses 

on the Marker of Heroine Laura Wesson in Oakwood Cemetery in High Point, North Carolina. 
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Sons of Confederate Veterans 

Sesquicentennial Society 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Army of Northern Virginia 

  Sesquicentennial Medal 
 

 

 
• Remembrance of Your Ancestors • 

• Honor Your Southern Heritage •    

• Custom Designs and Engraving • 
 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS SINCE 1963! 

 

Archdale Church of God 
 

229 Liberty Road (N. C. 62), Archdale, NC 

Service Schedule: 

Sunday School 10:00 am 

Worship 11:00 am 

Sunday Evening 6:30 pm 

Wednesday 7:30 pm 
 

   True to the Bible Holiness Preaching and Teaching 

SOUTHERN HERITAGE COLLECTIBLES 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

"Preserving North Carolina History for Future Generations" 

www.ncwbts150.com 

 

Archdale Ammo & Arms 
Specializing in Firearms/Ammo 

 

10831 N. Main Street 
Archdale, NC 27263 

Phone:  336-434-1522 

    Fax:  336-434-1525 
 

Hours:  Tues-Fri 11-7, Sat 9-3 

archdaleammo@netzero.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Sirs, you have no reason to be 
ashamed of your Confederate 
dead; see to it they have no reason 
to be ashamed of you.” 
 

Robert Lewis Dadney 

Chaplain for General Stonewall Jackson 

Col Ron Perdue CSA 

336 880 8243 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 Corporate Sponsor 

 www.southernheritagecollectibles.com 

 

“From the Commander’s Tent” Proud Sponsors 
 

Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668, High Point, North Carolina               “From the Commander’s Tent” Monthly Newsletter – April 2013                            Page 4 

 

                 
 

 

SCV Life Member 

 
903-560-0458 

 
www.CrutchWilliams.com 

 

 

Crutchfield’s Currency 
Confederate and Southern State 

 

Col Crutch Williams CSA 

 
 

NC Division Life Member 
SCV Life Member 

 

Sesquicentennial 

Society Member 
 

You are welcome to join the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans Sesquicentennial Society and support our 

efforts during the 150th Anniversary observance of 

the War Between the States. Our goals are to build 

a historical Confederate Museum for future 

generations that will never be threatened.  

 

 

 

http://www.theconfederatemuseum.com/filess/flyerc.pdf. 

 

 

Get yours today! Support the Army of Northern 
Virginia Russell Darden Scholarship with the 

purchase of this new medal which will raise 

funds for this annual education scholarship. For 
details on supporting with donations or details of 

this program – contact ANV Treasurer Joseph 

Wright at varebel@embarqmail.com   

SCV CONFEDERATE ARMY STRONG 

 

 

C. Vernon Vallance, Jr. 
 

Specializing in North Carolina Currency 

Buy-Sell-Trade 
Coins, Collectibles, and Currency 

Phone:  910-206-1589 
 

LM- SPMC-NCNA-ANA-BRNA-FUN 

 

http://www.ncwbts150.com/
mailto:archdaleammo@netzero.com
http://www.southernheritagecollectibles.com/
http://www.theconfederatemuseum.com/filess/flyerc.pdf
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Tribute to Your 

Confederate Ancestor 
 

Space NOW Available 

 

To Honor the Memory of My Grandfather 
 

Private Chester J. Dough 

CO. B 8th REGIMENT N.C. TROOPS 

Captured Roanoke Island in February 1862 and 

exchanged; Captured in Pineville April 15, 1865 

and Paroled April 27th (parents had died) 

 

W. R. “Bill” Dowe 
 

 

To Honor the Memory of my Grand Uncles 
 

Private John C. Dough 

Private Thomas T. Dough 
 

CO. B, 8
TH

 REGIMENT, NC TROOPS 
 

Captured in 1864 and transferred to the Union 

Prison in Elmira, New York – Both men died in 

1865 at the Prison and are buried in Elmira, N.Y. 
 

 

W. R. “Bill” Dowe 
 

In Honor of My Confederate Ancestor 

Great Grandfather 

Private William Burton 

“Burt” Joyner 

CO. C 43rd REGIMENT, N.C. TROOPS 
 

One of only nine standing at Appomattox out of 

140 in his regiment at the beginning of the War 
 

James Joyner 

 

In Honor of My  
Great-Great Grandfather 

 

Private Alexander 

Hamilton Kapp 
 

77
th

 Regiment of the North Carolina Troops  

Confederate States of America 
 

Frank Lee Kapp, Jr. 

 

The Great Seal of the Confederacy 

 
The Great Seal of the Confederate States of America 

was adopted by the Confederate Congress February 

22, 1862. The Meaning of the Symbols is Clear- an 

Equestrain Statue of George Washington Surrounded 

with a Wreath Composed of the Principal Agricultural 

Products of the Confederacy-Cotton, Tobacco, Sugar 

Cane, Corn, Wheat and Rice. The Confederate States 

of America, 22 February, 1862, with the following 

Motto "Deo Vindice" (God Favor our Cause) 

 

In Honor of My Grandfather 

Pvt. DAVID EDWARD WHITE 

CO. G, 21st REGIMENT, N.C. TROOPS 

Wounded and captured on 25 May 1862 in 

Winchester, Virginia. Prisoner of War at Fort 

McHenry, Maryland. Captured at Fisher’s Hill, 

Virginia on 22 Sep 1864. Prisoner of War at Point 

Lookout, Maryland.  
 

W. Herman White 

 

Memorials to Our Confederate Ancestors 

In Memory of Past-Commander 
 

Jack Perdue 
 

In Honor of our 2nd Great-Grandfather 
 

Jehu Jackson Perdue 
 

Co. C, 45
th

 Madison Greys, NC Troops  

Confederate States of America 
 

Ronald Lee Perdue 
 
 

Our Salute to the 
North Carolina Flag 

 

 
 

I salute the North Carolina Flag and 
pledge to the Old North State love, 
loyalty, and faith…   

 

In Honor of Great-Great Grandfather 

 David h. lambeth 

PRIVATE, CO. K, 27
th

 NC INFANTRY 

Wounded 14 Oct 1863 and captured 21 Oct 

1863 At Bristow Station, Virginia; left arm 

amputated while prisoner of war and 

transferred to Point Lookout, Maryland; and 

exchanged on 27 April 1864. 
 

Keith Frederick Lambeth  

 
Yet, “preferred to continue fighting, 
preferring death to capture” 

 

George Benton Marshall 
 

5
th

 Virginia Cavalry, Payne's Brigade 
 

Wounded November 1964, Hope Mills, VA  
 

In Awe & Loving Memory, great grand nephew 
 

Graham Benton Patterson, Jr. 

 
In the Memory and Honor of our 

Confederate Ancestor 
 

Private Louis Straughn 

 

Confederate Veteran - Prisoner of War 
 

Survived Point Lookout Prison in Maryland 

 
The Dedmon Family 

 

 

 

 

 

In Honor of our Confederate Ancestors 
 

 “StokeS BoyS” 

CO. H, 22nd REGIMENT, NC INFANTRY  

Private John A. Corn, POW Pt. Lookout, MD 

Corporal Jesse A. Corn, POW Pt. Lookout, MD 

Pvt John C. Corn, Killed May 31, 1862 Seven Pines 

Pvt John C. Corn, Jr., Wounded twice in battle 

Private Joshua A. Corn, Wounded and captured 
Gettysburg, PA   POW Pt. Lookout, MD 
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North Carolina Troops 

 

First at Bethel 

Farthest at Gettysburg & Chickamauga 

Last at Appomattox 
 

1861 - 1865 
 

 

In Honor of our Confederate Ancestor 
 

Eli Crowell, MD 
 

2
nd

 Lieutenant – J.C. Speck’s Company 

57th REGIMENT, NC TROOPS 
 

Charles C. Crowell III, MD 
Great, Great Grandson 

 

 

Charles C. Crowell IV  
Great, Great, Great Grandson 

 

 

In Honor of Those Brave Men Who Went Before Me, In 
Praise of their Sacrifice, to Preserve their Freedom, 
their beloved state, Virginia and the Confederacy 

Patrick Henry Marshall 

2
nd

 Va. Cavalry, Co. “K” 

Albemarle Light Horse Brigade 
 

Captured in February 1864 by Col. George Custer,  

Interred at Ft. Delaware, Md., Escaped Oct 1864 
 

 In Awe & Loving Memory, great grandson  
 

Graham Benton Patterson, Jr. 
 

 

 

Our Salute 
to the  

Confederate Flag 
 

 I salute the Confederate 
Flag with affection, 
reverence, and undying 
devotion to cause for 
which it stands... 

 



 

 

 

  

Commander’s Column 
 

We are proud to report from the Commander’s Tent that our camp enjoyed 

great food, fellowship and history with guests and our ladies from the OCR 

Laura Wesson Chapter during the March meeting.  
 

We are pleased the camp voted to make a donation from the Jack Perdue 

Memorial Heritage Defense Fund along with several other donations during the 

meeting to “Citizens to SAVE the Parks” in Memphis, Tennessee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

If you missed the meeting, you missed an excellent presentation in history 

from Dr. Will Ferrell during his first visit with us. This great program entitled 

“The Heated Debates to Approve the Constitution” was both educational and 

entertaining with a special surprise. He performed two religious hymns from 

the late 1700’s with acoustic guitar during the program that are still sung in 

churches today. The highlight of the evening was his version of “Dixie” which 

took us all by surprise and had everyone standing with delight. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Ferrell is a local dentist in High Point and the author of the new book The 

Secrets of Sterling Shearin, subtitled “The Noblest Cause.” We are excited that 

he has provided an article in this edition for those who could not be with us. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In April, Author and Historian Michael C. Hardy will visit and share history on 

Charlotte during the War Between the States. Lt. Commander Larry Brandon 

will teach us interesting history in May on historic Oakwood Cemetery in High 

Point where we have our annual Confederate Memorial Day Services. Please 

plan to join us in the upcoming meetings for great food, fellowship & history. 
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Guest Column 
 

My talk on the “Heated Debates to Approve the Constitution” flows from my 

research on my historical novel.  It was the topic of the day in 1787 when The 

Secrets of Sterling Shearin commences.  But I think you will find the 

discussion of it relevant to today—and to the Confederate States of America in 

1861.  I’ll dwell a little less on the pro-Constitution arguments.  After all, they 

won.  But let’s start there:  
 
 

For the Constitution 
 

You know there were eighty five involved essays which were written to sell the 

Constitution.  These became known as the Federalist Papers.  So there is a ton 

that could be said on this subject.  The core reason was that the situation of the 

thirteen autonomous member/States of the loose confederation under the 

Articles of Confederation was full of strife & struggle.  Many people felt the 

need for change.  The problems were largely the result of the devastating costs 

of the lengthy Revolution. 
 

They were living with a huge overhang of debt, similar to what we built in the 

recent housing boom, though’ the larger portion of it was owed by the state & 

federal governments.  Most states were taxing at 3-4 times the level of pre-

Revolutionary colonial days.  Think of the irony of that!  Many states were 

printing money like crazy to devalue their debt.  North Carolina was guilty of 

this.  So many farmers were in debt & had difficulty paying their taxes…that 

legislatures responded to the worst in democracy by passing measures making it 

difficult for creditors to collect.  Thus new credit dried up, worse than our 

modern 2009 bust.  No foreigners in particular would lend to an American.  So 

America was in a funk over the bust and over fears of that democratically-

elected legislatures were not necessarily just or responsible. 
 

Add to this the loss of trading opportunities previously available within the 

British sphere, and Indian troubles on the western frontier that prevented selling 

land to reduce the debt, and the hint that states would start erecting trade 

barriers between themselves.  So it wasn’t too hard to make a case that a better 

framework for dealing with the wide-spread problems was needed.  America 

was founded on a mistrust of government, but in 1787 it was easy to argue that 

the Articles of Confederation had carried that theme too far.  In the words of 

Federalist Robert Morris, it was necessary to “restrain the democratic spirit.” 
 

If proponents of the Constitution were unanimous about one thing, it was that 

Article 1, section 10, which banned paper money & other state debt-relief 

measures, was paramount.  It seems to me that this is something many 

historians have under-emphasized. 
  

It can be argued that the Constitution was inflicted by the propertied, creditor 

class—the Aristocracy so to speak—on common people. 
 

It can be argued that because of a mistrust of big government & because the 

numbers desiring to be shielded from debt collection were much larger than the 

creditor class, that the Constitution would have lost a straight vote of the people 

at large.  For examples of some evidence of this, shenanigans were needed in 

Pennsylvania to get the legislature to authorize convention elections.  After 

ratification was rushed through in PA., 6000 farmers signed a petition calling 

for a reversal.  Constitution opponents elected majorities in Mass., New York & 

Virginia—3 of the most important state--& New Hampshire although each of 

those states ratified in close votes because of superior leadership & strategy by 

proponents—including the promise of amendments.  And of course, North 

Carolina & Rhode Island refused to ratify.   
 

Those opposing the Constitution were tagged with the moniker ‘Anti-

federalist’, by those who cleverly called themselves Federalists*.  But opponents 

of the Constitution were for a federal system, where the states maintained a 

large degree of autonomy and local control.  What they were against was a 

centralization of power, where the central government had all the power.  Both 

sides claimed to be for a federal system—a federation of States--but Anti-

federalists essentially saw through their opponents’ claim, recognizing that for 

many so-called Federalists, the ultimate intention was a dominant central 

government.  Privately, many so-called ‘Federalists’ admitted they wanted a 

National government, not a federation of states. 
 
 

Against the Constitution 
 

The arguments against the Constitution seem to me not so much that nothing 

should be changed but rather that the proposed Constitution was flawed*.  First 

and foremost was that it lacked a Bill of Rights, something those fighting the 

Revolution had insisted on in their State constitutions.  (Bill of Rights of course 

refers to freedom of speech, the press, religion, rights to bear arms, to a jury 

trial, not be searched or have property taken without due process, etc.) 

 

 

 

Until next time, as always, I remain in dedicated service with you for the 

Guardianship of their Memory… 
 

    
  

       Ronald Lee Perdue 

            Commander 

  Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

 

 
 

New Member Randy Rowland 

 
 

Guest Speaker Dr. Will Ferrell – “The Heated Debates to Approve the Constitution” 

This local organization was formed to fight 

the city’s plans of changing all the parks 

with Confederate historical names to new 

politically correct names. Local SCV and 

the NAACP have joined forces to fight the 

KKK in their attempt to get approval from 

the city for a protest march in Memphis. 
 

We had to the opportunity to do one of our 

most favorite things during the meeting. 

Our camp welcomed Randy Rowland as a 

new member into the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans during a special ceremony. 

 

When Nathaniel Macon Speaks… 
 

One of my favorites is this 1792 letter to Shearin from Nathaniel Macon, then 

serving in Philadelphia as a member of North Carolina’s congressional delegation 
(Macon would later become Speaker of the House and a U.S. Senator). An excerpt: 
 

It isn’t for naught that I am here. [Alexander] Hamilton’s latest scheme is to pay 
bounties to his favorite Eastern industries. He would have us, the farmers, subsidize 

his Yankee manufacturers and ship owners yet further. 
 

James Madison of Virginia emerges as a leading voice of reason against Hamilton. 

Hamilton tries to get around the strictness of the functions enumerated for the federal 

government in the body of the Constitution by pointing to the “promote the general 

welfare” in the Preamble. Madison has the proper reply: If Congress can apply 

money indiscriminately for the purpose of promoting the general welfare, then it can 
take religion, education, road building, literally everything under its control. Why not 

reduce the Constitution to one phrase: The Federal government can do anything! 
 

In any case, it is utterly unjust to protect one set of industries at the expense of 

everyone else. When Hamilton & his corps in Congress say “for the good of the 

nation,” what they generally mean is themselves. 
 

If you aspire to learn more about North Carolina’s role in the early debates about 

federal power, I’d urge you to read this book. If not, well, then you and I are just 
very different people. 
 

Daily Journal – Book Review from John Hood, President of the John Locke Foundation 
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It was on this basis of the Bill of Rights that North Carolina refused to ratify 

the Constitution.  Federalists counter-argued with what turned out to be their 

most disingenuous argument:  They claimed the Constitution only allowed the 

new central govt. to do a few specified tasks, none of which authorized the 

central government for instance to regulate speech/religion/healthcare.  James 

Madison in #45: The powers delegated by the proposed Constitution to the 

federal government, are few and defined…. [Those of the federal govt]  will be 

exercised principally on external objects, as war, peace, negotiation, and 

foreign commerce.  Anti-federalists saw right thru this:  in the words of one 

who wrote under the name ‘Federalist Farmer’: men who govern, will, in 

doubtful cases, construe laws and constitutions most favourably for encreasing 

their own powers.  Alexander Hamilton in particular repudiated the strictly-

limited enumerated powers notion with lightning speed once he was 

Washington’s Secretary of Treasurer and wanted to start a government bank. 
 

America in 1787 was unimaginably different than today, lacking so many 

things we have today: No tomatoes, travel was very difficult, especially in NC 

with its poor rivers; underwear was unheard of, because cotton before the 

cotton gin was a luxury cloth; they didn’t have much good glass—not even 

something like Mason jars; the only light after dark was from candles or the 

fire place or rush lights which were very dim.  But America was blessed with a 

lot of people who were thoughtful & well-read on the science of government.  

Those people disparaged as Anti-federalist had a nearly religious devotion to 

the virtue of individual liberty & the understanding that Power corrupts.  So the 

lack of a Bill of Rights was a big deal, & their insistence on a Bill of Rights 

was a great contribution to the country we have inherited. 
 

Not unrelated to the Bill of Rights, one of the tenets of the science of govern-

ment widely believed at that time was that a republic could only work for a 

small state.  That a large nation would necessarily end up with an authoritarian 

regime.  This was not a superstition, but the judgment of students of the subject 

such as Montesquieu. 
 

To quote one Anti-federalist: “as the state government will always possess a 

better representation of the feeling & interest of the people at large, it is 

obvious that … power can be deposited with much greater safety with the state 

than the general government”  It is obvious once you think about, isn’t it?  

Who is easier to impeach?  A bad Governor than a bad President?  Anti-

federalists saw that The Constitution was a design that set up the few in a 

national government ruling over the many.  Not far enough for them from the 

Aristocracy they had fought a Revolution to be rid of.  
 

Also in line with their mistrust of government, they believed in annual 

elections to keep politicians on a short leash and large numbers of 

representatives so that each voter could know his representative.  The 

Constitution was seriously lacking in these areas. 
 

Anti-federalists fundamentally worried that the central government would 

‘consolidate’ or swallow up the state governments & turn them into trivial 

administrative units.  This worried them because they reasonably saw the State 

governments as relatively more responsive.  They would have been soothed if 

the Central government’s tax base were restricted, say to tariffs, so that the 

state governments would be assured of some revenue source designated for 

them.  Anti-federalists expressed that taxation is the most basic of powers:  

Where it resides, sovereignty resides.  That the Constitution gave it to the 

central government without much restriction indicated that this would be a 

dominant national rather than federal government.  
 

Anti-federalists also objected to a standing army, observing that standing 

armies were routinely used in Europe to keep the people in line.   Southerners 

might suggest that Anti-federalists were right again.  Anti-federalists also 

thought a standing army would facilitate our country meddling abroad.  

Vietnam, Grenada, Panama, Kuwait, Somalia, Haiti & many other meddlings 

don’t contradict them.  Some states called for a 2/3 majority of Congress to 

maintain a standing army during peace time. 
 

Returning to the divide between the Northern & Southern States, at the 

Constitutional convention in Philadelphia, George Mason of Virginia had 

attempted to require a 2/3 majority of Congress to pass laws regulating 

commerce.  Of course the main purpose of ‘regulating commerce’ was to make 

commerce between the states ‘regular’: to wit, prevent the states from creating 

barriers such as North Carolina taxing wine made in Virginia more than wine 

made in North Carolina.  But Anti-federalist George Mason wisely foresaw 

that the Northern states would pass high tariffs & shipping duties that were 

favorable to their manufacturing and shipping, yet harmful to the Southern 

farmer wanting to export commodities and import goods for his consumption.  

Thus he argued forcefully for a super majority to pass such laws. 

 

 

   

If you doubt that his judgment was correct, observe, the Northern Federalist 

vehemently opposed his effort.  They made a truly diabolical bargain with the 

delegates of South Carolina & Georgia to allow twenty more years of slave 

importation if they would vote against Mason’s commerce super majority. 
 

One of the most fascinating characters in my novel, Willie Jones was 

appointed to the Constitutional Convention but declined because he mistrusted 

its purpose from the get go.  If he had gone, he would have been Mason’s ally 

and possibly changed the dynamic. 
 

Additional ifs:  If that devil’s bargain had not been successful, the South would 

have had many fewer slaves on the one hand, and on the other hand, would 

have been much less vulnerable to the unjust tariffs they did suffer and other 

threats they imagined at the hands of the Northern States.  
 

And realize, that most of the expansion of the Federal government since 

FDR’s time has been justified as authorized by the Commerce Clause.  If 

Mason’s 2/3 majority had been part of the Constitution, there would be no 

Obamacare.  Speaking of Obamacare, another criticism of the Constitution was 

that it created a Supreme Court that was omnipotent with absolutely no 

accountability…that is, no way to reverse their mistakes. (No doubt some of 

you are conjuring images of John Roberts.)   As one who wrote over the name 

of Brutus put it:   [the Supreme Court is] empowered, to explain the 

constitution according to the reasoning spirit of it without being confined to 

the words or letter." And, note, he continues, "from this court there is no 

appeal." Accordingly, there will be a strong propensity within the Constitution 

to lead to the establishment of a consolidated rather than a confederated 

government… by way of the power of judicial review. In fact, the judicial 

power enables the [Supreme Ct.] "to mold the government, into almost any 

shape they please." 
 

What do you think?  These were some pretty insightful critics. Brutus was 

probably New Yorker Robert Yates.  He wrote some of the most intelligent 

and prescient of the essays opposing the Constitution, predicting how such 

phrases as ‘the general welfare’ would in time be misconstrued to empower the 

central govt.  Quoting him again: "power, lodged in the hands of rulers to be 

used at discretion, is almost always used to the oppression of the people, and 

the aggrandizement of themselves."  Concerning aggrandizement of rulers, we 

don’t even notice that every president and member of Congress is pretty much 

financially fixed for life.  To use Mafia language, they are ‘made men’.  
 

I guess I’m very sympathetic to so many Anti-federalist arguments because 

their main focus seems to me to be preservation of individual rights.  I identify 

with Wm. Goudy of Guilford Co. who said [at the Hillsboro convention where 

North Carolina rejected the Constitution] “When we give the purse in one hand 

& the sword in another, what power have we left?”  He was saying ‘if we give 

Congress unlimited power to tax and unlimited power to borrow on one hand 

and a standing army on the other, the States can no longer protect us. 
 

Am I being too hard on the so-called Federalists?  After all, they did get rid of 

paper money.  Wait.  Well, our republic has endured better than some.  Still, it 

seems to me the Anti-federalists were right about an awful lot. 
 

And there was a lot of bait-&-switch embedded in the Federalist arguments.  

Not only James Madison’s line about the powers granted to the Federal 

government is few and defined.  But also Madison in Federalist #39:  "Each 

state in ratifying the constitution is considered a sovereign body, independent 

of all others, and only to be bound by its own voluntary act"  and Hamilton in 

Federalist #26:  "...The State Legislatures...will always be...suspicious and 

jealous guardians of the rights of the citizens against encroachments from the 

federal government...and will ...sound the alarm to the people and not only be 

the VOICE, but, if necessary, the ARM of their discontent."  Both implying 

that secession was reasonable and legal, and that the threat of secession was an 

important safeguard against federal mistreatment. 
 

Well, some may say that I have been unduly provocative, but in closing let me 

say that I hope I have conveyed some idea of how very intense & how 

important were the debates to ratify our Constitution 226 years ago.  And how 

their consequences endure.                                                     – Dr. Will Ferrell 

  

 

The Secrets of Sterling Shearin 

“The Noblest Cause” 
The book set primarily in North Carolina after the 

Revolutionary War, Dr. Will Ferrell's novel 

interweaves a story of romance and mystery 

among North Carolina Founding Fathers such as 

Nathaniel Macon, William R. Davie (father of 

UNC), & James Iredell. The story, commencing 

just as North Carolina considers ratifying the 

Constitution in 1787, tells the little-known 

narrative of our Nation's struggles through the 

turbulent 1790's.  

 



 

 

 

 
 

“Ne Obliviscaris…” Lest We Forget 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 wishes to welcome you to join us as a 

proud member in our Aide de Camp – which supports our efforts in the 

North Carolina Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans Historical Honor 

Society. This program has been successful in providing us opportunities to 

support good causes we would not have been able to accomplish without 

the support from our esteemed members and sponsors of Aide de Camp.  
 

This program gives you the opportunity to honor the branch of service of 

your Confederate Ancestor or become a member of the departments of the 

Confederate States of America Secret Service or Treasury. Your name will 

be acknowledged above in the Aide de Camp section of our Newsletter or 

you may remain anonymous if you wish. Proud Sponsors will also receive 

an Aide de Camp Certificate of Recognition. 
 

The Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 of the Sons of Confederate Veterans is a 

501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Tax deductible donations of any amount  

                                          are  appreciated,  no expectations,  all  donations   

                                          support our efforts in the preservation of history.                                            

                                          Thank you all for your support to Aide de Camp 

                                          and  past  support to  the Jack  Perdue  Memorial 

                                          Heritage Defense Fund.   This fund was founded 

                                          in memory  of  our  late Past Commander and all 

                                          donations are designated to  support  the defense  

  against                             of future violations to our Southern Heritage. 
 

                                          If you wish join us as Aide de Camp or donate to                                                                                     

                                          the Jack Perdue Memorial Defense Fund. Please 

complete information below with check payable to Frazier Camp 668 and 

mail to Ron Perdue, PO Box 5641, High Point, NC 27262.  

 

 

 

                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Aide de Camp 
 

Proud members 

 
Confederate Artillery 
Charles Crowell III, MD 

 

 

Confederate Infantry 
John S. Braswell, III 

Ed Hawley 

Frank Lee Kapp, Jr. 

Keith Frederick Lambeth 

Harlan M. Madnick 

Todd Southard 

Mike Thomas 

Daniel Townsend 

P. Dwain Roberts 
 

Confederate Cavalry 
Larry Brandon 

Graham B. Patterson, Jr. 
 

Confederate Navy 
Col Ron Perdue CSA 

 

Confederate States 

Secret Service 
Troy & Peggy Johnson 

 

Confederate Treasury 
Vernon Vallance 

Col Crutch Williams CSA 

 

 

  

Confederate Memorial Day Service 
May 10, 2013 

High Point, North Carolina 
 

 
 

Vintage Photo of Confederate Section in Oakwood Memorial Park  
 

The Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 and Laura Wesson Chapter 5 invite you to 

join us on May 10th for our observance of Confederate Memorial Day in 

the State of North Carolina. Our annual Confederate Memorial Day 

Service will start at 6:30 pm at the grave of Heroine Laura Wesson in 

front of the Confederate Monument and Confederate section in the historic 

Oakwood Cemetery, now known as Oakwood Memorial Park.   
 

We are pleased to announce that our Keynote Speaker this year will be 

Compatriot Ronnie Roach, North Carolina Division Chief of Staff. He will 

share an inspirational message entitled “Why I Observe Confederate 

Memorial Day” which you do not want to miss. A few of our members had 

the opportunity to hear this last year at the Confederate Memorial Day 

Service held by the Thomasville Rifles Camp in Thomasville. It is special 

because it comes from the heart in the memory of all our veterans with an 

emphasis on our Confederate ancestors who sacrificed so much in the de-

fense of their homes and the principles of our forefathers. 
 

The hallowed grounds of Oakwood Memorial Park are the final resting 

place of Confederate Veterans, Union Veterans, and citizens who 

experienced the hardships of the War for Southern Independence. The 

Barbee Hotel was converted into a Wayside Hospital on September 1st of 

1863 to treat sick and wounded soldiers. There were 5,795 soldiers 

registered as patients from 1863 to 1865, but only fifty soldiers were 

known to have died at the hospital and were buried on the northeast corner 

of the cemetery where we have our service. 
 

Our Order of Confederate Rose Chapter was named in honor of Heroine 

Laura Wesson. Her story is interesting but sad. She was travelling with her 

father from Virginia to Charleston when they stopped in High Point in 

1865. She volunteered to stay in the “pest house” and was the only nurse 

caring for the soldiers suffering from a smallpox epidemic. Laura Wesson 

would come down with smallpox and died on April 25, 1865 at the age of 

twenty. She is buried in an unknown location in the cemetery, but a marker 

was placed at the entrance of the Confederate Section by the Laura 

Wesson Chapter of the Daughters of the Confederacy in 1936. The original 

marker was said to be a stick with a note on it: “Fed the hungry, clothed 

the naked, nursed the sick and wounded” 
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Our Thoughts and Prayers 
 

Let’s remember those experiencing tough times during these difficult 

economic times, those who are laboring with sickness in their families, 

those who recently lost loved ones and let’s not forget our soldiers in 

harm’s way and their families. Also remember Bill Dowe, Graham 

Patterson, Joe Rash, Damon and Vera Webb in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 
 

Aide de Camp Membership Registration 

 

 
Circle Your Choice of Service 

 

Confederate Artillery 
 

Confederate Cavalry 
 

Confederate Infantry 
 

Confederate Navy 
 

Confederate Secret Service 
 

Confederate Treasury 

 

Circle Your Choice of Donation 
 

$10 $25 $50 $100 $200 $300 $400 $500 
 

Or enter any other amount _________ 
 

Your name as preferred on Certificate of 

Recognition and Tribute in the Newsletter 
 

 
 

Anonymous in Newsletter:  Check Box     

 Circle Your Choice of Fund for Your Donation 
 

Aide de Camp Fund – Jack Perdue Memorial Heritage Defense Fund 
 

 

 


