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The Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 688 of High Point representing the North Carolina Division of the Sons 
of Confederate Veterans are proud to present this Special Issue of “From the Commander’s Tent” in 
the first year of the Sesquicentennial of the War Between the States.  We are honored to dedicate 
this Commemorative Edition 2010 in Tribute to the Memory of our Past Commander Jack Perdue.  
 
He was a real Southern Gentleman who was an inspiration to everyone who knew him. He was well 
respected in the community for his character, honesty, and principles. He has been described as a 
walking history book. This vast knowledge of history earned the respect of authors, historians, 
librarians, museum directors, professors, and teachers…  
 
He was proud of his heritage and his dedication to our Charge is an example for all of us -  
“To you Sons of Confederate Veterans, we submit the vindication of the cause for which we fought. To 
your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldiers good name, the guardianship of 
history, the emulation of virtues, the perpetuation of those principles he loved and which made him 
glorious and which you cherish. Remember it is your duty to see that the true history of the South is 
presented to future generations.” 
 
Jack Perdue, beloved husband, father, friend, and a historian – he was a blessing to all of us.    

 

To the Guardianship of their Memory,  

 

 

 
 

Ronald Lee Perdue 

Commander  
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Lt. F.C. Frazier 
 

        Felix Cicero Frazier was born on January 15, 1838, the son of Allen 

M. and Nellie Burton Frazier. He passed away on May 8, 1916 and is 

buried at the old Prospect Church in High Point, North Carolina. His 

fellow Confederate soldiers conducted the last rites at his burial.  

 

       On July 7, 1862 Felix Cicero Frazier enlisted in Halifax County, NC 

as a private in the "Wilmington Horse Artillery," later designated 1st 

Company A, 36th Regiment North Carolina Troops, (2nd Regiment 

North Carolina Artillery). On April 30, 1863 he was promoted to 2nd 

Lieutenant and assigned to Company A, 10th Battalion North Carolina 

Heavy Artillery. He rose to the rank of First Lieutenant in September-

October of 1863.  

 

       Frazier's first involvement in the war came on December 13-14, 

1862 with his battery in battle around Kinston, NC. On December 17, 

1862 at the Battle of Goldsboro Bridge, they were successful in driving 

the Federals back. After assignment to Company A, 10th Battalion, 

Frazier was likely among some friends he had grown up with men from 

Davidson, Randolph, and Guilford Counties.  

 

       This company saw very little action from April of 1863 through 

December 10th when it was ordered to Fort Caswell in Brunswick 

County. Lt. Frazier described the events in Clark's Histories of the 

Regiments. "The battalion was at Fort Caswell some months in 1863. 

While there the Ad-Vance, State blockade runner, grounded on the bar, 

off the fort one and a half miles. The writer, Sergeant Harris and fifteen 

men were sent aboard to keep the Federal gunboats off; a storm coming 

up, we were not relieved for three days. The steamer was loaded down 

with stores for our North Carolina soldiers; we did not know for some 

time whether we were going to Hart's Island or 'Davy Jones' locker.' 

While out there a blockade-runner passed by and entered the Cape Fear 

at 10 a.m. Governor Vance presented the writer with a suit of English 

grey, a small fortune at the time."  

 

         There were other assignments at Forts Campbell and Anderson in 

Brunswick County until November 24, 1864 when they were sent to 

Georgia to reinforce Lt. Gen. William J. Hardee's command in resisting 

Sherman's advance on Savannah. After being moved around to various 

positions around Savannah, Frazier was moved up the Central Railroad 

forty-five miles towards Macon, GA. At a place called Jenks' Bridge, 

Frazier and twenty-four other men were taken prisoner after an 

engagement with some of Sherman's advance troops.  

 

      Frazier was held prisoner at Hilton Head, S.C. for two months along 

with 160 other Confederate officers on "retaliation." Frazier described 

this as meaning "one pint of corn meal a day and some pickles, no meat, 

no fire in the buildings, meal old and bitter, bran and bugs in it." He also 

stated that "one third of the officers could not walk when moved north to 

Fort Delaware." He was paroled on June 17, 1865.  

 

          A final note of tribute to Felix Cicero Frazier was paid him by 

Charles S. Powell who served as a 2nd Lieutenant and Adjutant of 

Company B, 10th Battalion, N.C. Heavy Artillery. While writing a piece 

for Clark's histories of the N.C. Regiments, he stated Felix Cicero 

Frazier was "the best gunner in the army."  

 

 On January 14, 1992 the Lt. F. C. Frazier Camp 668 

in High Point,  North Carolina  was  chartered by the  

Sons of Confederate Veterans in tribute to Lt. Frazier 

and all of those who wore Gray. 

 

              Lt. F. C. Frazier Camp 668 
         North Carolina Division 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then call us Rebels, if you will, we glory in the name; for 
bending under unjust laws, and swearing faith to an unjust 
cause, we count as greater shame. 
Richmond Daily Dispatch, May 12, 1862 
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2
nd
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Camp & Div. Chaplain- Rev. Herman White 

Color Sergeant-                     Ed Hawley 

Camp Historian-               Phillip Dedmon 

Camp Judge Advocate-      Harold Crews 

Camp Quartermaster-           Jim Pope 

Camp Surgeon -           Charles C. Crowell, IV 

Camp Treasurer-                  Ed Julian 

Camp Communications Officer- Craig Hopkns 
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North Piedmont Brigade Commander- Keith Jones 
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FROM THE COMMANDERS TENT is published monthly by the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans Lt. F. C. Frazier Camp 668 High Point, 

NC. Provide email address to editor for free color online version and 

mailed black and white copies available for Donations, Members, and 

Sponsors on request. Newsletter Rates are $18 per year for Ancestor 

Memorial Ads, $24 per year for Business Advertisements and Donations 

which covers printing and postage.  

Address all correspondence, comments, or change of address to our 

editor, Ron Perdue, 336 880 8243, email at ronaldleeperdue@yahoo.com  

or mail to PO Box 5641, High Point, NC 27262. All material not clearly 

identified from other sources is copyrighted by the Lt. F. C. Frazier Camp 

668 and may not be reproduced without written permission. We reserve 

the right to not accept any advertisement or article we feel is detrimental 

to our Southern Heritage, Honor of our Ancestors, or the Cause for 

Southern Independence. 

You are welcomed to visit our website: www.fraziercamp.org, 

maintained by Past Commander Keith Jones, Webmaster and our new 

Facebook page maintained by Communications Officer Craig Hopkins. 

You are also welcomed to contact Camp at fraziercamp668@yahoo.com 
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We welcome you to attend one of our meetings and join us in the 

study of history, remembrance of our ancestors, honoring our 

Confederate veterans, and the preservation of our heritage. 

  

Our guest speakers focus on: the culture, the heritage, and the 

history of our ancestors. The inspirational and motivational 

programs are very interesting and promote the understanding of 

the true history of the South. 

 

The Sons of Confederate Veterans is comprised of people just like 

you. We make positive contributions to society and serve our 

respective communities throughout the United States. We are 

proud of our Heritage and of the many contributions made to the 

fabric of society by our ancestors. We believe history should be 

seen, taught, and understood – not removed from view, 

disparaged, or deliberately manipulated. 

 

This Historical Honor Society was established in 1896 by direct 

heirs of the United Confederate Veterans. We have focused on 

programs designed to preserve truth in history, protect the good 

names of our ancestors, and honor our Southern Heritage.  

 

The Frazier Camp is in the North Carolina Division of the Sons of 

Confederate Veterans, and is not affiliated with any other group, 

and we are non-political. 

 

The Frazier Camp rejects any group whose actions demean or 

distort the image of the Confederate soldier‘s good name, or their 

reasons for fighting. We do not support, condone, or embrace any 

group whose philosophy involves racism. Neither do we accept 

any such persons as members to our organization. 

 

Qualification for membership is a male descendant of any veteran 

who served honorably in the Confederacy. Membership can be 

obtained through documented genealogy of either direct or 

collateral family lines. The minimum age for membership is 12. 

The Frazier Camp invites you to become a part of the Sons of 

Confederate Veterans. If any help is needed to find a 

Confederate‘s military record, we will be glad to assist you. 

 

    
  • To promote the observance of the activities leading up to, 

during, and following the War Between the States;  

  • To cooperate with and assist national, state, and local 

organizations with programs and activities suitable for the 

commemoration; 

  •  To ensure that any observance of the sesquicentennial of the 

War Between the States appropriately recognizes the experiences 

and points of view of the citizens and soldiers of the Confederate 

States of America; 

  • To develop and promote assistance for the development of 

programs, projects, and activities commemorating the 150
th
 

Anniversary of the War Between the States that have lasting 

educational value.  

 

http://www.theconfederatemuseum.com/filess/flyerc.pdf.  

 

   
 

 

“The Charge” 
 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the 

vindication of the cause for which we fought. To your strength 

will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier's good name, 

the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the 

perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you 

love also, and those ideals which made him glorious and which 

you also cherish." 
Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee 

Commander General  
United Confederate Veterans 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
April 25, 1906 

 

We invite you to a meeting 
Second Tuesday of each month 

NEW LOCATION 
Gordy’s Restaurant 

High Point, North Carolina 

 

Please join the proud members of the SCV 

Sesquicentennial Society and receive your 

Sesquicentennial Society Medal and Certificate. 

Visit the website listed above for more details. 

 

War between the states         
150th Anniversary 

2010 - 2015 
 

 

 

 

Sesquicentennial Society 
You are welcome to join the 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

Sesquicentennial Society and 

support our efforts during the 

150
th

 Anniversary observance 

of the War Between the States. 

Our goals are to build historical 

Confederate Museum for future 

generations and the following: 

 

 

Pledge 

to the 

North Carolina 

Flag 
 
  I salute the North Carolina Flag and pledge to the 

Old North State love, loyalty, and faith…   
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Salute 

to the  

Confederate Flag 
 

I salute the Confederate Flag with 

affection, reverence, and undying 

devotion to cause for which it stands... 

 

http://www.theconfederatemuseum.com/filess/flyerc.pdf


 

 

 
  

                 

            

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Commander’s Column  
 

The Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 experienced the first year of 

the Sesquicentennial of the War for Southern Independence 

in 2010. We are proud to present the first special issue of our 

monthly newsletter, “From the Commander’s Tent” in 

observance of this 150
th

 Anniversary. The Commemorative 

Edition 2010 is dedicated as a Tribute to Memory of our Past 

Commander Jack Perdue. Many of you like me did not have 

the opportunity to know him during his time on earth…    

 

Jack Perdue was the definition of a Southern Gentleman, 

who loved family, heritage, history, and dedicated his life to 

them. He was an inspiration to everyone that knew him, and 

well respected by those who did not have the privilege. He 

was acknowledged for his character and his efforts in the 

community. He was recognized as “Man of the Year” from 

the Jamestown Jaycees and served as president on the High 

Point Board of Realtors. But he may be best remembered for 

his contributions to local history and his passion for the 

remembrance of his Southern Heritage. 

 

He was fascinated by history from childhood and developed 

a keen interest in studying the past early in life. He preferred 

sitting and listening to adults sharing family stories than 

playing with the other children. He enjoyed antiques, 

battlefields, books, coins, guns, historic sites, relic hunting, 

and any activity involving history. This passion for the past 

would follow him as he would spend the rest of his life 

researching, studying, and sharing the history he loved.  

 

The memories of visiting historic sites as a child became a 

family tradition as he would enjoy taking his children. This 

would lead to the involvement in preservation which started 

in the historic town of Jamestown. This area was settled by 

Quakers in the late eighteenth century with gold mining and 

gunmaking. Quaker gunsmiths along the Deep River region 

would make muzzle-loading weapons that became famous in 

the nation as Jamestown rifles. He was devoted to 

Jamestown history and became an acknowledged authority 

on Jamestown rifles and the men who made them following 

over twenty years of research. He published a monograph 

“The Gunmakers of Jamestown”.  

 

His interest in early maps would benefit his research of 

family and history. His knowledge contributed to a Guilford 

County historical map and the book Roads of Jamestown.  

 

He served as President, Chairman of the Board, and 

dedicated many years with the Historic Jamestown Society 

whose goals were to establish a historic district and the 

restoration of local landmarks. The Historic Jamestown 

Society working with the Guilford County Bicentennial 

Commission and the community saved and restored the 

Mendenhall Plantation, a home built in 1811 by Richard 

Mendenhall, the son of the founder of Jamestown. 

Mendenhall was opposed to slavery, opened a school for all 

races, and it is believed he helped with the freedom of slaves 

in the Underground Railroad from 1830 to 1860. 
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Old Mill of Guilford, photo courtesy of Dan Routh, danrouthphotography@gmail.com  

 

Jack was also involved with the development of the Guilford 

County Historic Preservation Commission which he served 

as chairman. He worked tirelessly for several years with 

others in the community for the preservation of various 

historic sites in Guilford County. He and his family assisted 

the new owner in the reopening of the Old Mill in 1977. Jack 

wrote a booklet on its history, The Old Mill of Guilford.  
 

The Jamestown Public School, an outdated building built in 

1915 was being considered for destruction by the school 

board. Jack working with other community leaders helped 

to save and reopen it as the Jamestown Public Library in 

1987. This historic building would later become the location 

for monthly meetings of the Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 

following its Charter in 1992. 

 

 Jack Perdue developed an interest in Genealogy when he 

attended Guilford College and joined the Guilford County 

Genealogical Society. He researched family history for years 

and was always willing to assist others in the search for their 

ancestors. His wife, Annie Laura said he was like a kid on 

Christmas morning each time he discovered new 

information. If you have experienced the search of family 

history, you can respect how disappointing it can be when 

you fail to find missing information. Jack’s frustration for 

years was not finding out some missing details of Perdue 

history. He and Annie Laura had searched for years to find 

the gravesite of his great great grandparents Jehu Jackson 

and Eliza Jane Perdue. He knew Jehu was born around 

1828 and was most likely the son of Jehu and Susannah 

Ham Perdue and Eliza was born in 1830, the daughter of 

William A. and Nancy Perdue. They were married in 

September of 1848 from the Rockingham County Marriage 

Records and they had five children between 1850 and 1860. 

 

In May of 1993 Jack was disappointed again not finding his 

2nd great grandparents when he and Annie Laura searched 

the church cemetery of Oak Level Baptist Church in 

Stokesdale, NC. But one of the greatest moments in his life 

followed with the discovery of a family cemetery noticed as 

they were leaving the area. The old family cemetery had 

been overcome by natural growth making it difficult to see 

from the road. They had discovered the old Perdue-York 

Cemetery on the land once owned by his great-great-great 

grandfather William A. Perdue, father of Eliza Jane. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:danrouthphotography@gmail.com
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This old family cemetery was unique with the stacked rock 

graves and field stones. Jack would learn who currently 

owned the property of the cemetery and received permission 

to maintain its upkeep. He completed his research of the 

graves a couple years later. He had learned there were forty-

eight graves, many children and infants, but only seven were 

positively identified. He completed a diagram which 

numbered each grave with a description of each. He knew 

that William A. Perdue had owned this land and it was 

divided and passed on to his four surviving children in his 

last will and testament.  The largest field stone standing 

upright was the grave of his great-great-great grandfather 

with the inscription B 1796, D 1861, and his mark. His wife 

Nancy was buried beside him with smaller headstone with 

inscription B 1795, D 1856, and initials N P. He ascertained 

the names of several children and grandchildren who were 

also buried there and tentatively identified their graves.  

 

He surmised that this was the final resting place of the 

great-great grandparents Jehu Jackson and Eliza Jane. The 

fact there were no deeds found showing that Jehu owned 

land, he concluded Jehu and Eliza lived on the land owned 

by her father until she inherited it. It seemed likely that 

Jehu was buried there when he died in 1863, and his wife, 

who never remarried, was buried beside him at her death in 

1900. He also surmised that his great-great uncle John C. 

Perdue had also been buried there when he died from 

disease just two months after joining the Confederate Army. 

  

 
                                                                                                                     Photo courtesy – R. Perdue 

 

Jehu Jackson Perdue and his brother-in-law John C Perdue 

enlisted with the Madison Greys, Co. D, 45th Regiment, 

North Carolina Troops on 11 March 1862 and both received 

a $100 enlistment bonus. In early 1862, in response to a call 

from the Governor for troops to defend North Carolina 

against the invasion of the outer banks region by the United 

States, John H. Scales organized a company of men from 

western Rockingham County who became known as the 

Madison Greys. The volunteers were sent to Fort Magnum 

near Raleigh for training prior to their assignment of 

defending the coast. Within a year, half the Madison Greys 

were dead of wounds or disease, including Jehu and John 

Perdue, both victims of “camp fever”, most likely typhoid. 

John died less than two months after enlisting, and Jehu was 

sent home where he died on February 1, 1863.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another special day in his life was the discovery of his 

family connection to General Robert E Lee who he had 

always respected. He found this relationship while he was 

researching the family of his great grandmother Louisa 

Pegram, wife of his great grandfather William Saunders 

Perdue, son of Jehu Jackson Perdue. The family said he was 

so excited, Annie Laura said she will never forget that day.   

He would write in the opening pages of his four volume 

collection of the Robert E Lee biography by Douglas 

Southall Freeman – Gen. Robert E Lee was married to my 5th 

cousin, 3 times removed, Mary Ann Randolph Custis, through 

the Pegram-Macon line of my father. Robert E. Lee‟s children 

were my 6th cousins, twice removed. 

 

He had been very successful with genealogy though he had 

been disappointed with the inability to find many records 

possibly from the burning of records by Union troops 

during the War for Southern Independence. He was pleased 

to provide his family with very special gifts for Christmas in 

1997. He had made each of them books sharing his years of 

family research to date.  On the front cover of each book, he 

wrote: I have prepared this family history for you so that you 

may have a record of your heritage. You are a product of all 

the ancestors in this book and others that I have not been able 

to yet identify… I hope you will cherish this record of your 

family, update as your family grows and pass it on to 

generations to come.  Love, Dad  

 

Jack Perdue dedicated years of his life honoring, learning, 

preserving, and teaching Confederate history. He would be 

active with the 14
th

 North Carolina Regiment Reactivated 

wearing a uniform representing a private in the Confederate 

Army in honor of his great-great grandfather Jehu Jackson 

who was also called Jack.  He participated in living history 

events, memorial services, and re-enactments. He especially 

enjoyed living history events at local schools with the chance 

to teach young students history. 

 

It was rewarding when he was successful helping others in 

the search for their ancestors or a subject in history. He was 

always willing to help others and shared in their enthusiasm 

when information was discovered. He loved any opportunity 

to learn or share history. His experiences in genealogy and 

research of history would be beneficial to many in the 

community with their personal interests.      

  

This old family cemetery was 

a very special place to him. 

He was disappointed that he 

could not identify the actual 

location of several ancestors 

with the unmarked stones, 

but felt blessed he knew 

where they were buried. He 

would always cherish the day 

he had the honor to dedicate 

markers for his Confederate 

ancestors Jehu Jackson and 

John C. Perdue in 1997.   
 

Photo courtesy – R. Perdue 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
  

 Jack Perdue joined the Sons of Confederate Veterans with 

the Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 in their Charter year of 1992. 

He was very proud of the chance to honor the service of his 

ancestors. He was a loyal member who was well respected 

by the camp, division, and the confederation.  His vast 

knowledge of Confederate history and experience in 

genealogy was a great asset to the camp. The experience he 

gained as the editor of his family newsletter benefited his 

design of a new newsletter From the Commander‟s Tent. His 

dedicated efforts with other members were instrumental in 

the growth of the young camp. The Frazier Camp would be 

recognized representing the North Carolina Division with 

the Tazwell Hargrove Distinguished Camp Award in 1996. 

 

In response to an invitation in the Confederate Veteran, he 

joined the Military Order of Stars and Bars in honor of his 

great-great granduncle. Rev. Thomas Howard Pegram 

would be commissioned as a Captain on 27 February 1862 

in Guilford County.  He would serve as the Chaplain in the 

68
th

 Regiment of the 17
th

 North Carolina Militia. He was a 

minister after the war until his death in 1906. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The experience of teaching real estate appraisal courses in 

the continuing education program of Randolph Community 

College led to another project. In 1998 he had opportunity 

to serve as an instructor in a new course on the subject he 

loved, history. The director of the satellite location in 

Archdale asked him if we would be interested in teaching a 

new class that was being considered on the Civil War. He 

advised her he would consider teaching a class on The War 

for Southern Independence, but there was nothing civil 

about that war. The new course was named “North Carolina 

History: Our Role in the War for Southern Independence.” 

 

He would design this course for eighth grade teachers to 

provide them a resource for their history classes. The class 

was also offered to anyone in the community who wished to 

learn more on the history of this war. He was successful in 

recruiting assistance for the course from different historians 

who had also served as speakers in Frazier Camp meetings. 

The Frazier Camp sponsored the class and he asked that the 

instructor’s fee support a history essay writing contest for 

eighth grade students in the local schools.    

 

                                 

 

 

 

Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 – “From the Commander’s Tent”               Special Edition 2010 – Tribute to Past Commander Jack Perdue                Page 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This would prove be the last project for Jack Perdue. The 

North Carolina Division would recognize his efforts with the 

Zebulon Vance Award for his work on the history class at 

Randolph Community College and his dedicated service to 

the Sons of Confederate Veterans. This award was given as 

follows: “The Zebulon Vance Award is given to the North 

Carolinians who have shown an unreconstructed attitude in 

supporting and preserving the symbols and ideals for which 

our Confederate Ancestors fought and died.” 

 

In July of 1999, he was remembered in the “Roll of Honor” 

at the Sons of Confederate Veterans Reunion in Mobile, AL. 

He was acknowledged with membership in the Dixie Club 

for his recruiting achievements. He was also recognized with 

a Citation of Distinguished Service Award for his unselfish 

service, his faithfulness in the performance of duties, 

manifested achievement, cooperation and loyalty to the Sons 

of Confederate Veterans over a period of many years.   

 

It is said the Lord works in mysterious ways… I wish to 

share a story that makes you ask, was this destiny?  

 

There was a man who had memories of visiting aunts, uncles 

and family reunions as a child. But he never knew many in 

his family because like his father, he was the youngest of the 

children and many relatives had passed before he was born. 

His father’s health had declined when he was very young 

and his experiences with family were limited from that time. 

The father would also die when he was only a teenager. As 

the years passed he wished he knew more about his family. 

He would also see SCV representatives at events and wonder 

if he was a descendant of anyone who had fought in the war. 

 

One evening in 2004 while working out of town, he was 

thinking about the knowledge he lacked in family history. 

He recalled a conversation after his father’s death when 

Jack Perdue had contacted him with questions about his 

father and his family. He shared his limited knowledge, but 

would never know their kinship other than their last name. 

Many years had passed since that conversation in 1978. He 

remembered him as a realtor in a newspaper advertisement 

over the years, but hadn’t remembered seeing it recently. 

That night he searched for him on the internet.  

 

 

 



 

 

  

 The events that followed were very interesting on how they 

all seemed to fall into place. When he searched the name 

Jack Perdue on the internet, he discovered a book entitled 

“Death by Journalism?” by Jerry Bledsoe. This book told 

the story of Jack Perdue who had been an undeserving 

victim of political correctness and had passed away during 

the controversy. He immediately went to the local library 

for the book when he returned home that Friday. The book 

was very alarming, describing the injustice that had been 

done. As he read about Jack Perdue, it was intriguing how 

he seemed to share similar interests. He was convinced at 

that point they must be related somehow, but not knowing 

the names of his great grandparents or anything much on 

his father’s family, he did not know how. 

 

He had read in the book about Jack Perdue’s involvement 

in the historic sites in Jamestown. He hoped that Jamestown 

would possibly have someone who may have known Jack 

and the answers to questions on his family. The following 

Friday when he returned from out of town, he started his 

search with a visit to the Jamestown Public Library. This 

was a good idea when the staff recommended he should visit 

another historic site Mendenhall Plantation. She stated the 

lady there could possibly assist him. This lady would share 

contact information for Jack’s widow, Annie Laura. 

 

That evening was one of the most special memories in his 

life when he talked to Annie Laura for the first time. He 

told her he had limited knowledge of his family and the 

names of his father and grandparents. That would be all she 

needed to inform him that Jack’s grandfather was his 

grandfather’s brother and that Jack was indeed his cousin. 

He learned that his great grandparents were William 

Saunders Perdue and Louisa Pegram, and they were buried 

in the Methodist Church Cemetery in Stokesdale. He found 

out that Jehu Jackson Perdue who had served in the 

Confederacy was his great-great grandfather and he was 

buried in an old family cemetery he never knew existed. She 

was also excited to inform him of his family’s relationship to 

General Robert E Lee.  

 

He was overwhelmed with all of this information and it was 

indeed one of the most memorable moments in his life. The 

following weekend he was blessed with copies of the years of 

family research provided by this newly discovered relative.  

 

No words can describe his feelings as he visited the old 

family cemetery for the first time. He was in the presence of 

his Confederate ancestor, Jehu Jackson Perdue, who had 

died in 1863, one hundred years before he was born. On 

these hallowed grounds, he was also in the presence of a 

man he never knew, but a man who was responsible for one 

of the greatest gifts in his life, his heritage, Jack Perdue… 

 

Annie Laura was still supporting the Frazier Camp with the 

other ladies in the Order of the Confederate Rose. They 

would provide meals during the monthly meetings at the 

Jamestown Public Library. She introduced him to the Sons 

of Confederate Veterans and he was honored to join the 

camp where Jack had been a member, the Frazier Camp. 

 

 

 

 

He was excited as he learned the history of his ancestors. In 

the tradition that Jack had started, he was pleased to make 

family books as Christmas gifts for his family that year.  

  

He would now dream of the day he would have chance to 

visit several historic places with family significance. Then 

the opportunity developed when his job would require him 

to work on a new project in Arlington, Virginia. This new 

project required travel on Sundays which allowed him the 

opportunity to visit many of these historic places. He will 

never forget the memories of these experiences. 

 

The way this story unfolded, the sequence of events in which 

he discovered his heritage, it does make you ask was it fate? 

Was this destiny? The man in this story if you have yet to 

identify was me. My apologies for the personal nature of 

this story, but thought it was important in this tribute to 

Jack Perdue. A man I never had the privilege of knowing, 

yet he has made such a difference in my life. I thought the 

story should be shared not only in this tribute, but also it 

makes one realize that many times we do not acknowledge 

the impacts we make to others in our lives. I think this fact 

was best described in the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  

 

This story had not ended. I was reading a MOSB newsletter 

for the first time in December of 2009 by chance.  It caught 

my eye when it mentioned Jack Perdue. This article stated 

the North Carolina Society had created a fund for a marker 

for his grave and that Commander Rodney Williams was 

contacting the family. I remember when I joined the SCV 

there was discussion in the Frazier Camp of this type of 

project. At that time the family had not found the stone they 

had in mind for his marker. 

 

I contacted Annie to ask if she had been contacted. She said 

that Rodney had called her and she had also finally found 

the stone that belonged in the old family cemetery that Jack 

would have liked. She also advised me that Rodney was my 

cousin who was another descendant of William A. Perdue. 

This was yet another interesting development in this story.  

 

I notified him the Frazier Camp would like to support this 

special project. The service was scheduled for a weekend in 

July when all of Jack Perdue’s children and grandchildren 

could be present. This would be the first time Rodney and I 

would personally meet after months of planning this special 

event. We were honored to represent the two organizations 

that Jack had cherished, Sons of Confederate Veterans and 

Military Order of Stars & Bars, as we unveiled this bronze 

memorial plaque to his family and friends. This was indeed 

a very special day that will always be remembered…  

 

Was this fate? Was it destiny? It was a blessing… 

 

 

 

In Memory of our Past Commander…  

 

Ronald Lee Perdue 

Commander    
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Confederate Ancestors of Jack Perdue 

                             Mary Anne Randolph Custis Lee,  the  only 

                             surviving child of  George Washington Parke 

                             Custis and  Mary Lee Fitzhugh,   was born on 

                             01 October 1808.   Her  father  was  raised by  

                              her  great   grandmother    Martha Dandridge  

                             Custis  Washington and her second   husband  

                                George Washington. She married Robert 

Edward Lee on June 30, 1831 at Arlington. She was a 

charming, gracious, and attractive young woman who had been 

described by many as cheerful,  smiling,  welcoming,  and  

industrious.  She was kept unspoiled by her parent‘s example, 

Mary was given  education  deemed  necessary  for a  young  

lady of  her  position,  and as soon as she was old enough,  she  

taught the children of nearby families and family servants. She 

read Latin and Greek, and when she ordered a copy of Les 

Miserables, she wrote the bookseller to send it in either English 

or French, whichever was more readily available. She was an 

excellent painter, a published author, a tireless fund-raiser for 

charities, and the mother of seven children whose father was 

away from home for years at a time. She inherited her father‘s 

Arlington House Estate on the Potomac River and her Great 

Grandfather‘s White House Plantation Estate on the Pamunkey 

River following the death of her father in 1857. She lost both 

during the War for Southern Independence against Northern 

Aggression. She died in 1873 in Lexington, Virginia and was 

buried in the family crypt in Lee Chapel at Washington & Lee 

University in Lexington, Virginia.                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

 

 

 

                                                    Arlington  House -   The  19
th

                        

                                                    century mansion was built and 

                                                    owned by  George Washington 

                                                    Parke  Custis as a memorial  to  

                                                    President  George Washington.  

                                                    The  1,100  acre  tract  of  land  

inherited from his late father on the Virginia hillside above the 

Potomac River overlooking Washington, D.C. Custis hired 

George Hadfield, and English architect to design his estate who 

came to Washington, D.C. in 1785 to help construct the U.S. 

Capitol Building. The Greek revival structure designed by 

Hadfield took sixteen years for Custis to complete. At 

Arlington Custis pursued his greatest passion:  perpetuating the 

memory and principles of President George Washington. He 

intended his home to be a living memorial to the President and 

filled it with his ―Washington Treasury,‖ which included china, 

personal papers, clothing, Washington‘s bed, command tent 

used at Yorktown during the Revolutionary War, portraits, and 

other Mount Vernon heirlooms.  

Mary Custis Lee inherited the lifetime rights to the mansion for 

the rest of her life according to her father‘s will, upon her death, 

the estate would pass to her eldest son, George Washington 

Custis Lee. The Lees lived at Arlington House until 1861, when 

Virginia Seceded from the Union and joined the Confederate 

States of America. Lee, who was named a Major General for 

the Army of Northern Virginia in April 1861, feared for his 

wife‘s safety and anticipated the loss of their family 

inheritance. 

The property was confiscated (stolen) by the invading federal 

government when property taxes levied against the Arlington 

Estate were not paid in person by Mrs. Lee. The United States 

Government adopted a wartime practice requiring property   

xxxxxxxxx 

 

 

 

owners pay their taxes in person where land was occupied by 

Union troops which was a practice to take Southern land during 

the war. The property was confiscated and offered in a public 

sale on January 11, 1864, and was purchased by the tax 

commissioner for the Federal government‘s use during the war 

for military, charitable and educational purposes.  

Union General Montgomery C. Meigs established Arlington 

National Cemetery on June 15, 1864, for use as a military 

cemetery as an insult to General Robert E Lee and his family. 

His intentions not to only insult the Lees by burying dead 

soldiers around the house was to make the house uninhabitable 

should the Lee family ever returned.                                                                                                               

The Lees never attempted to publicly recover control of the 

Arlington House estate following the War for Southern 

Independence against Northern Aggression.  After Robert E 

Lee‘s death in 1870, George Washington Custis Lee brought an 

action in the Circuit Court of Alexandria County, Virginia. 

Custis Lee as eldest son of the Lees, claimed the land had been 

illegally confiscated and that, according to his grandfather‘s 

will, he was the legal owner. In December 1882, the U.S. 

Supreme Court returned the property to Custis Lee, stating that 

it had been confiscated without due process. On March 3, 1883, 

the Congress purchased the property from Lee for $150,000. 

In recognition of Lee‘s dedication to reuniting the country, 

Arlington House ―Custis-Lee Mansion‖ was set aside as a 

memorial in 1925. ―There was no man in the South who did 

more by example to help bring about our reunited country,‖ 

stated Congressman Louis Cramton, son of a Union veteran. 

Restoration was started in 1927 by the War Department. In 

1934 the National Park Service acquired the house and 

continued the preservation. In 1972 Congress designated 

Custis-Lee Mansion as Arlington House, The Robert E Lee 

Memorial.  
 

                                           Lee Chapel located  on  the campus 

                                           of   Washington  &  Lee   University 

                                    was built in 1867  during  the  presidency  

                                           of    Robert  E  Lee.    The  Victorian  

                                           design was proposed  by eldest  son,  

                                 by      George Washington  Custis  Lee, the  

                                        a  plans and specifications were drawn 

 with Col. Thomas Williamson, both  professors  of engineering  

 in the  neighboring  Virginia  Military  Institute. 

The chapel was completed in time for graduation exercises in 

1868. Lee attended daily worship services with the students and 

worked from his office on the lower level. Lee died on October 

12, 1870, and was buried beneath the chapel.  

In 1883 an addition was made to the building which houses the 

Recumbent Statue of Lee at Rest in the Field by Richmond 

Sculptor, Edward Valentine per request of his wife, Mary Anne 

Randolph Custis Lee. The Lee Family Crypt is on the lower 

level where the General‘s remains were moved. His wife, 

mother, father, all his children, and other relatives are now 

buried there. The remains of his beloved horse, Traveller, are 

buried outside the museum entrance. Lee‘s office is preserved 

much as he left it for the last time on September 28, 1870. The 

rest of the lower level became a museum in 1928, exhibiting 

many items owned by the Washington, Custis, and Lee 

families. Lee Chapel was named a National Historical 

Landmark in 1961.  
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Confederate Ancestors of Jack Perdue 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Given a new command, he was promoted to Major General on 

April 23, 1864, becoming the youngest soldier to attain that 

rank in the Confederacy. He served through the end of war, 

commanding the army‘s right flank as it retreated from 

Petersburg to Appomattox. When the war ended, Rooney found 

his inherited estate, ―White House‖, had been destroyed by 

Union troops. He rebuilt the home, farmed the land, and served 

as president of the Virginia Agricultural Society. He became a 

member of the Virginia state senate, and was elected to the U.S. 

House of Representatives in 1887. While serving his second 

term, Rooney died on October 15, 1891, at ―Ravensworth‖, his 

wife‘s estate in Alexandria, Virginia. He was buried at the Lee 

family mausoleum at Lee Chapel on the campus of Washington 

& Lee University in Lexington, Virginia. 

                          
                           Robert E. Lee Jr. was born on 27 Oct 1843 at 

                           the family estate of  Arlington in Virginia.   He   

                           was  a  student  at  the  University  of  Virginia 

                           when  the  war started   in  April of  1861.   He   

                           wished to enlist  immediately,    but  his father 

                           refused   his repeated  pleas until  March 1862. 

                             Lee Jr. joined the  Rockbridge  Artillery as  a  

private  and  was soon in the thick of battle.  People did not 

think it strange that the son of the highest ranking officer in the 

army was a private, and was serving in the ranks as a gunner.  

He did not see his father often during the war, but on at least  

two occasions when they chanced to meet,  the General did not 

recognize the  powder-blackened soldier as his son.  Story has it 

that during the second Battle of Manassas, the 19-year old 

Robert Jr. walked up and saluted his father. ―Well, my man,‖ 

asked the General, ―what can I do for you?‖ ―Why, General,‖ a 

familiar voice answered, ―don‘t you know me?‖ The 

Rockbridge Artillery was heavily engaged in the Battle of 

Sharpsburg and suffered many casualties. When three of their 

four guns were disabled by enemy counter-battery fire, the 

remaining gun was briefly withdrawn but then ordered to return 

to the front. Robert Jr. was near his father, and upon hearing 

that his unit was ordered back into the fight, asked: ―General, 

are going to send us in again?‖ ―Yes my son,‖ Lee replied, 

―You all must do what you can to help drive those people 

back.‖ By the end of the war Robert Jr. had been promoted for 

―distinguished gallantry on the field‖ to rank of Captain. He 

served the last year of the war on the staff of his brother, 

General William Fitzhugh ―Rooney‖ Lee.  After the war, he 

lived and worked on the farm he inherited from his grandfather 

George Washington Parke Custis. 

 

                          George  Washington  Custis  Lee  was born at 

                          Fort   Monroe  in   Virginia  on  September  16,  

                          1832,     and  bore  the  names  of  his  maternal 

                          grandfather,  and  great grandfather.  The eldest 

                          son  of  Robert E. Lee‘s  three sons,  Custis was 

                          educated  in  private  schools  in  Virginia,  and  

                          then received  an at-large appointment to  West  

                          Point  from  President  Zachary Taylor in 1850.  

After graduating  first in his class in 1854,  he  became  2
nd

  

Lieutenant with the U.S. Corps  of  Engineers, working   on   

improving   harbor and river facilities.   Lee was then assigned 

the office of chief engineer in Washington, D.C. On May 2, 

1861, 1
st
 Lt. Lee resigned his commission in the U.S. Army to 

serve in the Confederate Army, which he joined on July 1
st
, 

1861.  Although he would have preferred a field command, Lee  

spent a majority of the war as a trusted advisor and aide on the 

staff of Confederate President Jefferson Davis. He was 

promoted to Brigadier General on June 25, 1863, and Major 

General on October 20, 1864. Lee was entrusted with numerous 

important missions by the President, and was assigned 

commander of the Local Defense Troops, which were 

composed of Richmond‗s government workers. In the last 

month of war, General Lee commanded a Division that 

included Local Troops, a naval contingent assigned to land, and 

artillerists performing as infantry. In the Battle of Sayler‗s 

Creek on April 6, 1865, Lee and his men were captured, but 

Lee was quickly paroled to visit his sick mother. After the war 

Lee became a professor of engineering at Virginia Military 

Institute in Lexington, VA. In 1871, he succeeded his father as 

President of Washington and Lee College. He resigned because 

of poor health on July 1, 1897, and retired to the family estate, 

Ravensworth. He died on February 18, 1913, and is buried at 

Lee Chapel on campus of Washington & Lee University in 

Lexington, Virginia. 
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                         William  Henry  Fitzhugh  Lee,  second son of 

                         Robert E. Lee   and   Mary Custis Lee  was born 

                         on May 31,  1837,   nicknamed   ―Rooney‖  and  

                         grew  up  on  his  mother‘s  estate  in Arlington,  

                         VA. He graduated from Harvard University and 

                         entered the U.S. Army as  2
nd

 Lieutenant  in  the 

                   6
th

  Infantry.     He  served  two  years   in  the  Utah 

                           expedition until he retired to a life of  farming  

at  the  ―White House‖,  the  plantation  he  inherited  from  his 

grandfather. When the War Between the States started, Rooney 

joined the Confederate Cavalry as Captain, then served as a 

Major in western Virginia.  He was promoted  to  Colonel and  

served  in  the 9
th

  Virginia  Cavalry  under the of  General  

J.E.B Stuart  in  and  around  Fredericksburg, VA.  Because of 

his heroic performance at South Mountain, he earned a 

promotion to Brigadier General in September of 1862. He 

served as an exceptional commander in the 3
rd

 Brigade of the 

Virginia Cavalry in the Battles of Fredericksburg and 

Chancellorsville. At the Battle of Brandy Station in June of 

1863, he was severely wounded in the leg and taken to the 

home of his father-in-law for recovery, captured on June 26 by 

a Union raiding party and held prisoner for nine months until 

March 1864. Upon his release, Rooney discovered his wife, 

Charlotte Wickham Lee, had died the previous December. 

Given  

 

 

Baker M. Pegram, farmer in Guilford County prior to 

enlisting with Co. F, 54
th

 NC Infantry Regiment and died of 

disease on 10 June 1863 in Richmond, Virginia 

 

Demsey Gray Pegram enlisted on 26 June 1861 in Guilford 

County and served with Co. F, 2nd North Carolina Cavalry. 

 

Elijah S. Pegram enlisted on 17 Sep 1864 in Guilford County 

and served in Co. B, 2nd Battalion, North Carolina Troops. 

 
Jacob Yances Pegram, farmer in Forsyth County enlisted on 

March 18, 1862. He served as a Private with Co. K, 52
nd

 NC 

Infantry and was paroled in Greensboro on May 20, 1865. 
 

 



 

 

 
  

Confederate Ancestors of Jack Perdue 
                              James West Pegram, Jr. was born on 14 Feb 

                             1839 in Petersburg, Virginia.   He was a brave 

                             soldier promoted to the rank of  Captain  and 

                             served as General  Ewell‘s Adjutant  General. 

                             He died on 31 March 1881 in Atlanta and was  

                             buried in Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond, 

                             Virginia. The following obituary appeared in 

                                 the News & Courier of Charleston, SC on 

05 April 1881. Major James West  Pegram, Jr.,  whose sudden 

death at Atlanta last week was announced in the  News and 

Courier  yesterday, had friends  everywhere  in  the  South,  and  

nowhere  was  the  attachment  to  him  stronger  than  in  

Charleston.  Generous, courageous and blithe, warm hearted 

and faithful, he grew upon everyone who knew him, and in every 

circle was always welcome. A good and brave soldier, he was, 

also shrewd and capable in business, enjoying the rich 

confidence of the Liollards, in which service he had been for a 

number of years.        

Few families in the South suffered more than that to which 

Major James West Pegram Jr. belonged. He and his two 

brothers were in the army. The two sons of his uncle, Captain 

Robert B. Pegram, were likewise in the Confederate Service, 

and with them there were the five sons of Captain Pegram's two 

sisters. Of these ten as brave young souls as ever wore the grey, 

five were killed in action, and one was so severely wounded that 

the amputation of his leg was necessary. Among the slain were 

Major Pegram's two brothers, General John, and Colonel 

William Johnson Pegram.  

 

 
 

 

 

                          John Pegram  was born in Petersburg, Virginia  

                          on 24 January 1832 to one of Richmond‘s most 

                          prestigious families.   He graduated  from West 

                          Point in 1854  and  served as  cavalry instructor 

                          at  West  Point as  he pursued a military  career. 

                          On  May 10, 1861,  he resigned his lieutenant‘s 

                          commission   in   the   federal   army  and   was  

appointed Lt. Colonel in the Confederate Army.   He was 

promoted to Colonel in April 1862 serving as chief engineer for  

General‘s P.G.T. Beauregard  and  Braxton Bragg.  In 

November 1862 he was appointed Brigadier General and led a  

Cavalry Brigade in Lexington,  KY  and  Stones River,  TN.  He 

also led a Cavalry Division in 1863 for General Nathan Bedford 

Forrest and fought at the Battle of Chickamauga. He transferred 

to Lee‘s Army of Northern Virginia in early 1864 and was shot 

in the leg at the Battle of the Wilderness in May.  When he 

returned to active duty in July 1864, he served under General 

Jubal A. Early in the Shenandoah Valley.  

On January 19, 1865, the social event of the year in Richmond 

was his marriage to Hetty Cary. After a brief honeymoon, he 

was assigned to Petersburg. He died in the Battle of Hatcher‘s 

Run just 13 days later on February 6
th

. People who had 

celebrated his marriage at St. Paul‘s Church were back in the 

same church three weeks later for his funeral. He was buried in 

the Pegram section of Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond. 

 

 

 

                           Robert Baker Pegram, was born 10 Dec 1811 

                            in Dinwiddie County, Virginia.  The sword  of   

                            honor,   bestowed   upon   him   by   a  grateful  

                            State  of  Virginia,  is  now  in the Confederate 

                            Museum  in  Richmond.    Pegram  entered  the  

                            the United  States  Navy  as a midshipman on 

                            02 Feb 1829, and received regular promotions.  

                              He served in the Mediterranean, Japan and 

East India Squadrons, and in the famous Wilkes Expedition. His 

most celebrated service was the capture of a piratical flotilla in 

the Sea of China. He received recognition from the British 

Commander and her Majesty, Queen Victoria.  

Robert Baker resigned from the United States Navy on 17 April 

1861, and was made a Captain in the Confederate Navy. He was 

placed in command of the Norfolk Navy Yard. He disabled the 

steamer Harriet Lane by his batteries at Pigs Point. He 

commanded the steamer Nashville, and captured the Harvey 

Burch in the English Channel. He superintended the armament 

of the iron-clad Richmond. Funds were raised to purchase what 

was termed the volunteer navy of the State. He went to England 

for that purpose and had a vessel ready when the war ended. He 

remained in Norfolk until his death on 24 October 1894. He was 

buried there in the old part of Elmwood Cemetery, known as 

Cedar Grove.  

The following obituary appeared in the Norfolk Virginian:     

Like many of his comrades, sailors and soldiers, officers and 

privates, Captain Pegram, who died yesterday, gave his sword 

and his service to Virginia, when the crisis was presented to 

him, without a moment's question or hesitation. In doing so he 

relinquished the certainty of that promotion which, attending 

upon the career of a gallant and able officer, in the old service, 

would have made him an Admiral in the Navy of the United 

States. He was as modest and gentle as a woman, as fearless as 

Julius Caesar, spotless in his private character, chivalrous in 

bearing, and without reproach in every relation of life. His 

memory will be ever a precious heritage to his friends, as his 

record will be a shining example to his fellow citizens of 

Norfolk. Peace be unto him. 

 

 

 

 

  

John Cargill Pegram, son of Captain Robert Baker Pegram 

was born on 03 Oct 1838. He was promoted to the rank of 

Captain serving as Adjutant General on the staff of General 

Ransom. He was killed 16 June 1864 near Petersburg, and was 

buried at Blanford Church.  

 

Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 – ―From the Commander‘s Tent‖               Special Edition 2010 – Tribute to Past Commander Jack Perdue                Page 10 

 

 

Richard Pegram, Jr. was born 14 Feb 1829 in Petersburg, 

Virginia. and died 08 Nov 1896 in Richmond, VA. He was 

elected as the Commonwealth‘s Attorney of Petersburg in 1858, 

and served until he volunteered as a Private in Co. E, 12
th
 

Virginia Regiment in June 1861. In 1862 he was appointed 1
st
 

Lieutenant in the Artillery Company raised by Colonel James 

Branch. Upon promotion of the latter, Pegram made Captain and 

commander of the company. This company occupied the 

redoubt on the Griffin farm near Petersburg, which was blown 

up by Union Forces on 30 July 1864. He was known thereafter 

as ―Crater‖ Captain Pegram and was at Appomattox at the 

surrender with General Lee. After the war he resumed his 

practice of Law in Petersburg and moved to Richmond in 1881. 

 

Joseph E. Pegram worked as a farmer in Forsyth County prior 

to enlisting on October 08, 1862 near Petersburg, VA. He served 

as Private with Co. K, 52
nd

 NC Infantry Regiment. He was 

wounded in hand and captured at Gettysburg where hand was 

amputated and transferred to David‘s Island, New York where 

he died as POW on 01 August 1863. 

 

  



 

 

 
  

Confederate Ancestors of Jack Perdue 
 

 
                          Peter Burwell Starke  was  born  in Brunswick 

                          County, Virginia in 1815. He was a Mississippi 

                          politician and served as a commissioner to help 

                          encourage  the  leaders  of  Virginia to  join  the  

                          state of Mississippi in seceding from the Union. 

                          He helped establish a cavalry company in 1861. 

                          On 24 Feb 1862,  he received  a commission as  

colonel of the 28
th  

Mississippi Cavalry, a new regiment raised 

in Bolivar County that mustered into service in May.   

He took an active role in military operations in central and 

northern Mississippi, leading his men on a series of scouting 

missions and raids. He was assigned to the cavalry division of 

General W. H. Jackson and served in the Vicksburg Campaign. 

In February 1864, Colonel Starke served under Stephen D. Lee 

in the forces that opposed Union Maj. Gen. William T. 

Sherman's advance on Meridian, Mississippi. General Lee said: 

"Colonel Starke, commanding brigade, showed skill and 

gallantry on every occasion, and won my confidence." Later 

that year, Starke returned to his role as the commander of the 

28th Mississippi Cavalry during the Atlanta Campaign. He was 

promoted to brigadier general on November 4, 1864, and 

assigned command of a cavalry brigade in the forces of Major 

General Nathan Bedford Forrest. He was involved in the 

Franklin-Nashville Campaign. 

 

 

                              William Ransom Johnson Pegram,   the son 

                              of  General James West Pegram and  Virginia 

                              Johnson, was born in Petersburg, Virginia, on 

                              29 June 1841.  He was a lawyer,   educated at  

                              the  University  of  Virginia.  He  entered   the 

                              Confederate Army as a private,  Company  F, 

                                21
st
 Virginia, in April 1861. He progressed 

through the ranks to full Colonel, gaining undying fame as an 

Artillery Officer. He was the youngest Captain in Lee's Army at 

Gettysburg. On 1 July 1863, prior to the beginning of the main 

battle, Pegram‘s artillery battalion with McIntosh‘s battalion 

advanced on the town of Gettysburg with General A.P. Hill's 

Division, and pushed the enemy out.  

Colonel Pegram was mortally wounded at the battle of Five 

Forks near Petersburg on 1 April 1865, and died the following 

day. This was just short of two months after his brother, General 

John Pegram was killed at Hatcher's Run. He was buried in 

Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond.  

The Pegram Battalion Association was organized in April 1865 

in honor of "beloved comrade and gallant Commander Col. 

William J. Pegram." One of the four oldest windows in the 

Chapel of St. Pauls Church in Richmond, Virginia. 

William A. Pegram worked as a farmer in Rockingham County 

prior to enlisting on 04 March 1862 in Guilford County with Co. 

B, 45th Madison Greys, North Carolina Troops.  

 

Samuel A. Pegram enlisted on 17 March 1863 in Guilford 

County. He served in Co E, 22
nd

 NC Infantry until he died of 

wounds and pneumonia on 20 Sep 1864 in Petersburg, Virginia. 

 

 

Jehu Jackson Perdue was born in Rockingham County where 

he resided as farmer prior to enlisting at age of 33 on March 11, 

1862. He served as a Private with Co. D, 45
th

 Madison Greys, 

NC Troops until he died of disease on February 1, 1863. 

 

John C. Perdue was born in Rockingham County where he 

resided as farmer prior to enlisting at age 34 on March 11, 1862. 

He served as a Private with Co. D, 45
th

 Madison Greys, NC 

Troops until he died of disease on May 3, 1862. 

 

William A. Perdue, Jr. enlisted in Rockingham County on June 

03, 1861 with Company I of the 21
st
 NC Regiment. He was 

mustered as Corporal and was promoted to Sergeant. He was 

present and accounted for until wounded in the leg near 

Chancellorsville, Virginia on May 4, 1863. He returned to duty 

prior to July 2, 1863, when he was wounded in the right knee in 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. He was reduced from ranks after he 

deserted on or about July 21, 1863. 

 
Edwin B. Starke, son of General William E. Starke, served in 

the Confederacy as a Lieutenant and died in July of 1862 at the 

Battle of Seven Pines. He is buried with his father in Hollywood 

Cemetery in Richmond, Virginia. 

Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 – ―From the Commander‘s Tent‖               Special Edition 2010 – Tribute to Past Commander Jack Perdue                Page 11 

 

 

                         William E. Starke was born in  Brunswick Co., 

                         Virginia in 1814.   He  worked  in  the  family's 

                         stagecoach business in Petersburg, Virginia. He 

                         moved  south in 1840,  becoming  a  successful 

                         cotton broker in Mobile and New Orleans.  

                         He was named  as the Lieutenant Colonel of the 

                         53
rd

  Virginia  Infantry  until  his  promotion  to  

Colonel, assigned as aide-de-camp to General R. S. Garnett in 

western Virginia. His coolness and judgment in the midst of the 

confusion that followed the death of General Garnett were 

highly commended by Colonel William B. Taliaferro, who 

succeeded to command. He temporarily served on the staff of 

General Robert E. Lee in August 1861. Later in the year, he 

received the command of the 60th Virginia Infantry and led the 

regiment during the 1862 Peninsula Campaign. He was 

wounded in the hand during the Seven Days Battles on June 26, 

1862, but resumed his duties after a three-day recovery period 

before finally relinquishing command after the battle. For his 

gallant efforts during the fighting, he was commended twice 

and then promoted to Brigadier General on 06 Aug 1862. 

Reporting for duty to General Jackson, he was assigned the 

command of the Second Louisiana Brigade. He took command 

of Stonewall division during the Second Battle of Manassas 

following the wounding of General Taliaferro. 

In mid-September, Starke's Brigade was part of the force under 

Stonewall Jackson at the capture of Harper‘s Ferry, after which 

they marched into Sharpsburg, Maryland. On 17 Sep 1862, he 

was called on again to take command of the division, after the 

fall of General J. R. Jones. Soon afterward he himself fell 

mortally wounded, shot three times, and survived but an hour. 

General Bradley T. Johnson stated ―his name deserves lasting 

remembrance in association with the Stonewall Division.‖ 

He was buried in the Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond.  

 

 

 

 

 

*Confederate Ancestors of Jack Perdue - Source:  Family History Archives of 
Jack Perdue; history research from editor; Confederate Military History 

Volumes; Ezra J. Warner, Generals in Gray; Stephen T. Foster, Atlas Editions, 

USA ; Samuel W. Simmons: The Pegrams Of Virginia And Their Descendants. 

 

Rev. Thomas Pegram served as Chaplain, rank of Captain, with 

the 68
th

 Regiment, 17
th

 Brigade, of the North Carolina Militia. 
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Confederate Ancestors of Jack Perdue Memorial Service 
 

THE PERDUE NEWS 
Jack Lewis Perdue, Editor 

 
VOL. 6, NO. 2, JUNE 1, 1997 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR PERDUE VETERANS 

HELD AT STOKESDALE, NORTH CAROLINA. 
 

  On May 19, 1997 a memorial service and tombstone dedication 

was held at the Perdue-York Family Cemetery near Stokesdale 

to Jehu Jackson Perdue and John C. Perdue. Members of the 

Perdue family were joined by members of the Sons of 

Confederate Veterans, United Daughters of the Confederacy, 

Order of the Confederate Rose and re-enactors from the 14
th

 

North Carolina Troops Reactivated in dedicating the markers 

provided by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The ceremony began with the presentation of the colors by the 

14
th

 North Carolina. The colors consisted of the First National 

Flag of the Confederate States of America and the North 

Carolina Flag. 

 

The Invocation was given by the Rev. Joe Bryant, husband of 

Liz Pardue Bryant, great-great-granddaughter of Jehu Jackson 

Perdue, and great-great-grandniece of John C. Perdue.  

 

Jack Perdue then addressed the crowd of about fifty people 

with the following remarks: On behalf of the Perdue family, I 

would like to welcome you this service to dedicate two markers 

provided by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. 

These markers commemorate the service of two of our family in 

the service of the Confederate States of America and were 

secured through the efforts of Todd Southard. I would like to 

express the family‘s appreciation to Todd for his tireless efforts 

in securing the monuments and arranging for their erection. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jack Perdue & 14th North Carolina during Invocation 

 

We are gathered here today to dedicate markers honoring two 

members of the Perdue family who died in the service of their 

state and country. We should also use this occasion to reflect on 

the impact on their families of their sacrifice and the War for 

Southern Independence. 

 
William A. Perdue, who owned the land on which we are now 

gathered, did not live to see the terrible impact the war would 

have on his family. William died in January 1861, four months 

before North Carolina seceded from the Union. Two of his sons 

would go to war and only one would survive and two of his 

daughters would be left widows.  

 

His youngest son, William A. Perdue, Jr., joined Co. L of the 

21
st
 Regiment, North Carolina Troops on June 3, 1861 only two 

weeks after North Carolina joined the Confederate States of 

America. He would rise to the rank of Sgt. and be wounded at 

Chancellorsville and again at Gettysburg before deserting on 

July 21, 1863. He returned home to Rockingham County and 

spent the rest of the war hiding from the Home Guard in the 

fields and woods around his home. 

 

 

 

   Jack Lewis Perdue, great-great-

grandson of Jehu Jackson 

Perdue (who was also called 

Jack) and great-great grand 

nephew of John C. Perdue, 

dressed in the uniform of a Private 

in the Confederate army 

welcomed the family and guests to 

the family cemetery. He also 

expressed the family‘s 

appreciation to the members of the 

14
th

 North Carolina Troops 

Reactivated who provided the 

honor guard and thanked all of 

those in attendance for coming to 

honor those two men who made 

the ultimate sacrifice for their 

State and Country. 

 
-Jack Perdue dressed in uniform of 

a Private to honor his Confederate 

Ancestors in Dedication Service. 

 

 

 

  
Jack Perdue presents Dedication in Memorial Service 
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Confederate Ancestors of Jack Perdue Memorial Service 
 
William A. Perdue, Sr.‘s youngest daughter, Nancy M. Perdue 

married Joseph Marion Vaughn. Joseph joined the Madison 

Greys on May 8, 1862 and died of disease on July 4, 1862 

leaving Nancy to care for their infant son, William Mitchell 

Vaughn. Nancy would later marry George Bullock and William 

Mitchell Vaughn would grow up to become prominent 

businessman in Stokesdale. 

 

Another of William Perdue’s daughters, Mary T. Perdue 

married a Confederate Veteran, William Pinkney Southard, ten 

years after the war. After this ceremony, we will hold another 

service at Elm Grove Cemetery dedicating markers for William 

and his brother Macklin Southard. You‘re invited to attend 

those services also.  
 
William‘s oldest son, John C. Perdue, whose stone we are here 

to dedicate, joined the Madison Greys on March 11, 1862. He 

was 34 years old, stood 5‘11‖ tall and was a farmer like most 

men from rural areas; he was unprepared for crowded and 

unsanitary conditions of camp life. He contracted a disease, 

probably Typhoid Fever, and was sent home and died on May 3, 

1862. He left behind his widow, Ruth Vaughn Perdue and three 

young children, John Rufus Perdue, age 7, Mitchell Perdue, 4 

and Ruth Perdue, 1 to fend for themselves. To date we have 

been unsuccessful in locating any direct descendants of Private 

John C. Perdue. 

 

William Perdue’s daughter Eliza Jane Perdue married Jehu 

Jackson Perdue. We have so far been unable to determine the 

relationship of these two Perdue’s prior to their marriage. On 

March 11, 1862, Jehu Jackson Perdue, who was called Jack and 

whose stone we are also here to dedicate, joined the Madison 

Greys along with his brother-in-law John. Jack was 33 years old 

and 5‘6‖ tall. He was sent to Fort Mangum near Raleigh where he 

was issued a uniform, an overcoat, 2 shirts, 2 pairs of drawers, 2 

pairs of shoes and a .69 caliber smooth bore musket similar to the 

one I‘m carrying today. After finishing their camp of instruction, 

the Madison Greys were sent to Weldon for picket duty and then 

on to Richmond to protect the capital from invading Yankees. 

Jack and the Madison Greys worked on the fortifications at 

Drewry‘s Bluff on the James River and participated in Seven 

Days Battles around Richmond from June 25 to July 1, 1862. 

Jack was present with his unit until November 1862 when he 

became ill and was sent to Hospital No.10 where he remained 

from Nov. 9 to Nov. 28. He was released from the hospital and 

sent home to recover. He died from fever contracted during the 

war on February 1, 1863 leaving Jane to care for their five 

children: Nancy Perdue, 13, William Saunders Perdue, 11, 

Sarah Perdue, 8, Rachel Ann Elizabeth Perdue, 4, and 

Andrew Jackson Perdue, 2. 

 
John and Jack were buried in this family cemetery in graves 

marked only by field stones and without the benefit of a military 

ceremony to honor their service to their state and country. We are 

here today, over 134 years later to provide them with that 

ceremony and to dedicate markers which recognize and preserve 

for future generations their service and sacrifice. 

 

 

 

In dedication of these stones, Liz Pardue Bryant, great-great 

grandniece of John C. Perdue will place flowers at his stone 

and Laura Perdue Goodman, great-great-great granddaughter 

of Jehu Jackson Perdue will place flowers at his stone. 
 

 
 

 
 

There will then be a Three Volley Salute by the 14
th

 North 

Carolina to be followed by Dixie. We will then be dismissed 

with a Benediction by Rev. Joe Bryant. 

                                                                -Jack Perdue, June 1997 

 

 

 

 

Todd Southard, great-great-great grandson of 

Jehu Jackson Perdue secured six stones from the 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs for the 

family to honor our Confederate ancestors.  

 

On behalf of the family, we would like to express 

our appreciation to Todd again for his efforts for 

securing these markers.  

 

On behalf of the Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp, we 

would like to express our appreciation to Todd 

for his many years of loyal service as our Camp 

Adjutant. 

-Ron Perdue 

 

Special Thanks to Anna Laura Perdue and Laura Perdue Goodman for their 

years of support, providing a copy of this Perdue Newsletter.        
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Confederate History from Jack Perdue Archives 
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*Source- North Carolina Confederate History Course, “North Carolina in the War for Southern Independence,” from the cover page introduction of the 

History Class Manual of Instructor Jack Perdue (courtesy of Annie Laura Perdue) 

 

 



 

 

 
  

 
Confederate History from Jack Perdue Archives 

 

 

FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATE 
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The people of the English colonies in America in the 1770’s asserted their right of self determination in 

seeking independence from England. In North Carolina the “Mecklenburg Declaration of 

Independence” was adopted on May 20, 1775. Although this is a controversial document, the date of the 

adoption appears on the North Carolina flag. In the Declaration of Independence adopted by the 

Continental Congress, Thomas Jefferson wrote that governments derive their rights from the consent of 

the governed and “that whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right 

of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new government…” As a result of this doctrine, a 

war was fought, and thirteen free and independent States were created and were later associated 

together under the Articles of Confederation in 1781. The word State as used in this concept is 

synonymous with nation and the Confederation was similar to that of the United Nations of today with 

no central government, no president, but a Congress of the States, and a President of the Congress. The 

treaty of peace that ended that war was between England and thirteen “free sovereign and independent 

States;” and that there was to be perpetual peace between “his Britannic Majesty and the said States…” 

When the U.S. Constitution replaced the Articles of Confederation in 1789, North Carolina and Rhode 

Island refused to adopt a new constitution and remained free and independent States. North Carolina 

was an independent country when George Washington was elected President of the United States. Yet 

in his message on July 4, 1861, in an attempt to justify his war against the Southern States, Abraham 

Lincoln “Our states have neither more nor less power than that reserved to them in the Union by the 

Constitution, no one of them ever being a State out of the Union.” He further states that “none of our 

States, except Texas, ever was a sovereignty.” This is the same Abraham Lincoln who had stated in an 

1848 speech to Congress: “Any people anywhere, being inclined and having the power, have the right to 

rise up and shake off the existing Government, and form a new one that suits them better.” And he went 

on to say “any portion of such people that can, may revolutionize, and may make its own so much of the 

territory as they inhabit.” 

 

North Carolina and Rhode Island finally ratified the Constitution after Congress passed the ten 

amendments known as the Bill of Rights and submitted them to the States for ratification. In its 

ratification document Rhode Island inserted the following language: “That the powers of government 

may be resumed by the people whenever it shall become necessary to their happiness.” New York used the 

same language when they ratified the Constitution and the Congress deemed this language sufficient 

and declared the Constitution ratified. Clearly, this language provided for the possible future secession 

of a State. There is no language in the Constitution which prohibits a State from leaving the union. The 

absence of such language gains even more importance when compared to the Articles of Confederation 

which clearly stated that its purpose was to form a perpetual union. No such premise was put forth in 

the Constitution. Virginia had also added a clause to its ratification reserving their right to resume the 

powers given to the Federal government.  

 
During the War of 1812, several New England States had given serious consideration to seceding. No 

one questioned their right to do so. In fact a text book used at West Point in 1825, William Rawle’s 

Views of the Constitution, not only recognized the right of secession but stated that a citizen’s primary 

allegiance is to his State. The Constitution was a contract between the States, and like any contract, it 

could be broken. Even a staunch anti-Southerner, Daniel Webster, recognized in a speech in 1851. “One 

nation, under God, indivisible” is not in the Constitution. Today the world community recognizes the 

rights of Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Bosnia, South Africa and others to self determination. It is no 

coincidence that the Confederate flag was often seen in demonstrations in some of the Eastern 

European countries when they were seeking their independence. One wonders why the United States 

recognizes this right in other parts of the world but not for its own States and people. A union cannot be 

forever held together by force. Even now independence movements are rising in places such as Quebec 

and Scotland.                  

 



 

 

 
  

 
Confederate History from Jack Perdue Archives 

 Slavery was wrong! I don’t think any right thinking person in today’s society would dispute that. But 

the fact remains, for thousands of years, slavery existed. Slavery was not a matter of race. Many 

civilizations held slaves of their own race. The Egyptians, Syrians, Greeks, Romans, and many others 

held slaves. Many free blacks in the South held slaves. American Indians held slaves. The slaves 

brought to America were captured in Africa by other blacks. Many whites came to this country as 

indentured servants. They were not free to leave their masters during their period of servitude. Article 

IV, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution states that “no person held to Service or Labour in one State, under 

the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be 

discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such 

Service or Labour may be due.” Many people in the South wanted to end slavery. It would have ended 

without the war ever happening. Some gradual means of ending this obsolete economic system would 

have been found. All slave States did not secede. Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri 

remained in the Union. While slavery was a factor in some States seceding, it was not the reason North 

Carolina seceded. North Carolina had already rejected secession in February 1861 and would have 

remained in the Union had not Lincoln called upon the State for troops to invade the seceding States 

and issued a proclamation blockading Southern ports. Delegates were elected to a convention which on 

May 20, 1861 adopted unanimously an ordinance which declared “that the union subsisting between the 

state of North Carolina and the other states under the title the „United States of America,‟ is hereby 

dissolved, and that the state of North Carolina is in full possession and exercise of all those rights of 

sovereignty which belong and appertain to a free and independent state.” The convention then ratified the 

Provisional Constitution of the Confederate States of America. 

 

Contrary to what is stated on pages 297 and 298 of the text book used in 8
th

 grade North Carolina 

history classes, Lincoln did not free “all persons held as slaves” as of January 1, 1863. Lincoln had 

declared he had no intention to interfere with slavery in those States where it existed. He never freed 

any slaves over which he had jurisdiction. The Emancipation Proclamation did not free the slaves in 

Maryland, Kentucky, Delaware, Missouri, Washington DC or in any part of the seceding States that 

were then occupied by Union forces. General U. S. Grant held slaves throughout the war. General 

Robert E. Lee had freed his slaves during the war. The Confederate government had even proposed 

abolishing slavery as an incentive for diplomatic recognition by England and other European countries. 

Clearly, Southern independence and the right of self determination were the most important factors for 

the Confederate States of America.  

 

Before equating The Confederacy and Confederate symbols with racism, one would do well to read an 

account of the fourth Lincoln – Douglass debate held at Charleston, IL on September 18, 1858. On that 

occasion Abraham Lincoln said the following: “I will say then that I am not, or never have been in favor 

of bringing about in any way the social and political equality of the white and black races, that I am not 

nor ever have been in favor of making voters or jurors of Negroes, nor of qualifying them to hold office, 

nor to intermarry with white people; and I will say in addition to this that there is a physical difference 

between white and black races which I believe will ever forbid the two races living together on terms of 

social and political equality. And inasmuch as they cannot so live, while they do remain together there must 

be the position of superior and inferior and I as much as any other man am in favor of having the superior 

position assigned to the white race.” It would appear that the five dollar bill, the penny, the Lincoln 

Memorial, and the portrait of Lincoln that hangs in many schools and public buildings would qualify as 

symbols of racism with millions of times more exposure than the Confederate battle flag. Several years 

ago the High Point Enterprise ran a photo of a Klan rally in High Point showing these despicable people 

carrying the U.S. flag, the flag of the Christian church, and the Confederate battle flag. Why is the 

Confederate battle flag singled out of these three flags as a symbol of their racism? Is the U.S. flag a 

symbol of racism? Many American Indians would probably say that it is given the actions of the U.S. 

government in attempting to annihilate their people with some of the same troops and generals that 

destroyed the South.         

Jack L. Perdue 
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*Source- History Course, “North Carolina in the War for Southern Independence,” Subject – Free and Independent State, September 17, 1998, from the 

History Class Manual of Instructor Jack Perdue (courtesy of Annie Laura Perdue) 

 



 

 

 
 

           

                              

 

  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Dixie Outfitters Southern Heritage Store 

 
                                      2379 Corporation Parkway 

                                                     Burlington, NC 27215 

                                                        336-226-0733 

 

 

 

Archdale Church of God 
229 Liberty Road (N. C. 62), Archdale, NC 

Service Schedule: 

Sunday School 10:00 am 

Worship 11:00 am 

Sunday Evening 6:30 pm 

Wednesday 7:30 pm 

   True to the Bible Holiness Preaching and Teaching 

 
 

SOUTHERN HERITAGE  

 

 

 

  

903-560-0458  
 

Crutchfield‘s Currency 

 Confederate and Southern State 
     Col Crutch Williams CSA 

SCV Life Member 

   www.CrutchWilliams.com 

 

 

Archdale Ammo & Arms 
Specializing in Firearms/Ammo 

10831 N. Main Street 
Archdale, NC 27263 

Phone:  336-434-1522 

    Fax:  336-434-1525 

Hours:  Tues-Fri 11-7, Sat 9-3 

archdaleammo@netzero.com 

 

C. Vernon Vallance, Jr. 
Specializing in North Carolina Currency 

Buy-Sell-Trade 
Coins, Collectibles, and Currency 

Phone:  910-206-1589 
LM- SPMC-NCNA-ANA-BRNA-FUN 

• Remembrance of Your Ancestors •  

• Honor Your Southern Heritage •    

• Custom Designs and Engraving • 
WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS SINCE 1963! 

 

 

Burlington Outlet Village 

Exit 145, off I-40/85 

Best of Class” CSA     

     currency holder  

Publishing 
SPMC #10691 

ANA #3124632 
Trainmen #13 

 

 

 
  Sesquicentennial 

   Society 

Col Ron Perdue CSA 

336 880 8243 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 Corporate Sponsor 

 

COLLECTIBLES 
 

southernheritagecollectibles@yahoo.com 

www.southernheritagecollectibles.com 

 

 

LT. F.C.FRAZIER CAMP 

MONTHLY MEETING’S 

SECOND TUESDAY 

Gordy’s Restaurant 

2410 North Main Street 

High Point, North Carolina 

SUPPER ANYTIME AFTER 6 PM  

MEETING STARTS AT 7 PM 
 

“from the Commander’s tent” Proud Sponsors 
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In Honor of My Great Grandfather 

Private William Burton “Burt” Joyner 

CO. C 43rd REGT. N.C. TROOPS 

One of nine standing at Appomattox out of 140 
at the beginning of the War 

JAMES JOYNER 

IN MEMORY OF MY GREAT-GREAT 
GRANDFATHER 

PRIVATE J.M. DOUTHIT 
COMPANY K, 57th REGIMENT 

NORTH CAROLINA TROOPS 

BY C.G. DOUTHIT 

 
NC 22nd Regiment, Co. H Infantry 

“Stokes Boys” 

*John A. Corn, Private POW Pt. Lookout, MD 

*Jesse A. Corn, Corporal POW Pt. Lookout, MD 

*John C. Corn, Private Killed May 31, 1862 Seven Pines, VA 

*John C. Corn, Jr., Private Wounded twice in battle 

*Joshua A. Corn, Private Wounded and captured 

Gettysburg, PA   POW Pt. Lookout, MD 

In Memory and Honor of  

Private Louis Straughn 

A Confederate Veteran and Prisoner of War 

that survived Point Lookout Prison. 

The Dedmon Family 

In Honor of our Confederate Ancestor 

2nd Lieutenant Eli Crowell, MD 
J.C. Speck’s Company 

57th Regiment 

North Carolina Troops 
Charles C. Crowell III, MD 

Great, Great Grandson 

Charles C. Crowell IV  
Great, Great, Great Grandson 

 

In Honor of My Grandfather 

PRIVATE DAVID EDWARD WHITE 
COMPANY G, 21st REGIMENT, N.C. TROOPS 

WOUNDED AND CAPTURED MAY 25, 1862, AT 

WINCHESTER, VA.  P.O.W. AT FORT McHENRY, MD.  

CAPTURED AT FISHER’S HILL, VA, SEPT. 22,1864.  

P.O.W. AT POINT LOOKOUT, MD. 

W. HERMAN WHITE 

To Honor the Memory of My Grand-Uncles 

Private John C. Dough 
Private Thomas T. Dough 

Co. B, 8th Regiment N. C. Troops 

Captured in 1864 and transferred to the Union  

Prison in Elmira, New York—  

Both men died in 1865 in  

Elmira Prison and are buried at Elmira, N. Y. 

W. R. “Bill” DoWe 

To Honor the Memory of My Grandfather 

Private Chester J. Dough 
Co. B 8th Regiment N.C. Troops 

Captured Roanoke Island Feb. 1862, exchanged 

Captured Pineville April 15, 1865 

Paroled April 27th (parents died) 

W. R. “Bill” DoWe 

In Memory of Past-Commander 

Jack Perdue 
In Honor of our 2nd Great-Grandfather 

Jehu Jackson Perdue 
Co. C, 45th Madison Greys, NC Troops  

Confederate States of America 

Ronald Lee Perdue 

In honor of my Pegram ancestors 
 

General John Pegram, Major James West Pegram, Jr., 

Col. William Ransom Johnson Pegram, Captain John 

Cargill Pegram, Captain Robert Baker Pegram, Captain 

Richard Gregory “Crater” Pegram, Pvt. Joseph Pegram, 

Pvt. Jacob Yances Pegram, General Peter Burwell 

Starke, & General William Edward Starke  
Ronald Lee Perdue 

 

 

Memorials to Our Confederate Ancestors 

In Honor of Those Brave Men Who Went Before Me, 
In Praise of their Sacrifice to Preserve their Freedom, their 

beloved state, Virginia and the Confederacy 

Patrick Henry Marshall 
2nd Va. Cavalry, Co. “K” 

Albemarle Light Horse Brigade 
Captured by Col. George Custer, February 1864 

Interred at Ft. Delaware, Md., Escaped October 1864 
 In Awe & Loving Memory, great grandson 

Graham Benton Patterson Jr. 
 

Yet, “preferred to continue fighting, 
preferring death to capture” 
George Benton Marshall 

5th Virginia Cavalry, Payne's Brigade 
Wounded November 1964, Hope Mills, VA  

In Awe & Loving Memory, great grand nephew 

Graham Benton Patterson Jr. 
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ARMS OF OUR CONFEDERATE ANCESTORS                 

by Jack Perdue 

 

In this article we will explore what arms were used by North 

Carolina troops during the late unpleasantness. While we will 

concentrate mainly on North Carolina, most of the 

observations will apply to the troops from other States in the 

Confederacy. The sources of arms for the Southern States 

consisted from the following arms on hand in southern 

arsenals at the beginning of war, arms purchased by the 

Southern States just before secession in anticipation of war, 

arms captured on the battlefield, arms purchased from abroad, 

arms manufactured by the government and private contractors 

during the war and arms belonging to individual soldiers. 

 

69 CALIBER MUSKETS 

 

By 1860, the 69 caliber smoothbore musket had been replaced 

by the 58 caliber rifle musket as the standard arm of the U.S. 

army and thousands of these obsolete arms were stored in 

government arsenals and in the hands of State‘s governments 

for use by the militia. These 69 caliber muskets were the guns 

most readily available to the States at the time they left the 

union. If your ancestor entered State or Confederate service in 

1861 or 1862, he was most likely first issued one of these 

smoothbore muskets and many were still in use at the Battle of 

Gettysburg in July 1863. 

 

The two main models of these muskets used in the war were 

the U. S. Model 1816 and U. S. Model 1842. These two 

weapons were virtually identical except the model 1816 was 

originally a flintlock and the model 1842 was percussion. 

Thousands of the Model 1816 were converted to percussion 

before and during the war.   

 

The Model 1816 was manufactured from 1816 until 1840 at 

the U. S. at Springfield, Mass. and Harpers Ferry, Virginia as 

well as by several contractors. Over 325,000 were made at 

Springfield and over 350,000 at Harpers Ferry. The place and 

date of manufacture were stamped on the lock plate. After the 

introduction of the model 1842 percussion musket, the model 

1816 saw wide use by State militia units during the 1840‘s and 

1850‘s. Many were converted to percussion during the war by 

the States, but in 1861 many were still flintlock. When the 

Guilford Grays were formed in 1860 they received 50 stand of 

unrifled flintlock muskets from the Fayetteville Arsenal. A 

stand of arms was a musket with cartridge pouch, bayonet, and 

belt. The Guilford Grays went on the become Company B, 

27th Regiment, North Carolina Troops. 

 

The Model 1842 musket was the first percussion U. S. musket 

and was also produced at both Springfield and Harpers Ferry 

from 1844 to 1855. It was the standard arm of the U. S. 

infantry prior to 1855. There were about 172,000 produced at 

Springfield and about 103,000 in Harpers Ferry. They were 

also marked with the place and date of manufacture on the 

lock plate behind the hammer. This was the first U. S. weapon 

made at both armories with fully interchangeable parts.      

 

 

 

 

 
These 69 caliber smoothbore muskets fired a round ball and 

were not very accurate. In one practice shoot with these 

weapons only 3 out of 160 balls hit a barrel at 180 yards. To 

counter this inaccuracy, these muskets were often loaded with 

a load called ―buck and ball‖ which consisted of a 69 caliber 

round ball and three smaller buckshot. This greatly increased 

the chance of hitting the enemy and some Confederates 

actually refused to exchange their smoothbores for rifled 

muskets, preferring the option of using ―buck and ball‖. 

 

A small quantity of these smoothbore muskets were later rifled 

to accept a 69 caliber minie ball and some of these had rear 

sights installed. The original model 1816 and 1842 muskets 

had no rear sights.  

 

When North Carolina captured the U. S. arsenal and armory at 

Fayetteville, N.C. on April 22, 1861 it contained about 37,000 

small arms. About 2,000 of these were rifles and the rest were 

69 caliber smoothbore muskets. Over half of these were model 

1816 some of which had been converted to percussion and 

some of which were still flintlock. About 12,000 stand of arms 

were given to the state of Virginia. Other arms were quickly 

placed in the hands of North Carolina troops as fast as they 

were recruited. Crews were immediately set to work 

converting the flintlocks to percussion and rifling some of the 

smoothbores. 

 

These 69 caliber muskets are often overlooked by collectors 

and re-enactors of the War for Southern Independence. 

Counting those made by private contractors, there were over a 

million of these guns manufactured and most of these saw 

service during the war. Those made in Harpers Ferry usually 

sell for slightly more than those made at Springfield and are 

more desirable for the Southern collector since they were 

made in the South.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Model 1842 Musket 

 

 Model 1841 Rifle 

 “The Mississippi Rifle” 

 

 Model 1816 Musket 
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U. S. MODEL 1841 

 

The Model 1841 Rifle was the first rifled arm adopted by the 

U. S. army and was made at Harpers Ferry and by several 

private contractors. This rifle was commonly known as the 

―Mississippi Rifle‖ because of its use during the Mexican War 

by a Mississippi regiment commanded by Colonel Jefferson 

Davis. Its association to Jefferson Davis made this a very 

popular arm among Confederate troops. Because it was 

shorter than a musket, it was very popular with the cavalry. 

There were over 70,000 of these arms produced by 1855 with 

about 25,000 produced in Harpers Ferry and the rest by 

private contractors. This arm also served as the model for 

many rifles produced in the South during the war. 

 

The Model 1841 Rifle was 54 caliber with a 33‖ barrel, a 

brass patch box and overall length of 48.75 inches. They were 

originally made with no provision for a bayonet but many 

were later altered to accept either a saber or angular bayonet. 

Many were also rebored to the standard 58 caliber after 1855.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE FAYETTEVILLE RIFLE 

 

The Fayetteville rifle was produced in Fayetteville, NC, using 

machinery which had been captured at the U. S. Armory in 

Harpers Ferry, Virginia in April 1861. It was manufactured at 

the former U. S. Arsenal which had been captured by the State 

in April 1861. Production began in the spring of 1862 and 

continued until March 1865. The rifles resembled the U. S. 

model 1855 rifle including a barrel lug for a saber bayonet 

which was also manufactured at Fayetteville. The lock is 

stamped ―Fayetteville‖ forward of the hammer with an eagle 

over ―C.S.A.‖ Similar rifles were also made in Richmond, VA 

using captured machinery from Harpers Ferry and marked 

―Richmond‖ on the lock. 

 
NORTH CAROLINA CONTRACT RIFLES 

 

MENDENHALL, JONES, & GARDNER RIFLE 

 

One of the Mississippi style rifles made in the South was 

made in a gun factory making rifles for the State of North 

Carolina during the war. It was located in Jamestown on the 

site now occupied by Oakdale Cotton Mills. This firm began 

in 1861 in eastern Guilford County when Cyrus P. Mendenhall 

and Ezekial P. Jones leased the Cedar Hill Foundry from the 

Clapp family. In the spring of 1862 they moved to Jamestown 

and took Grafton Gardner, son of Thaddeus Gardner, as a 

partner. (Some sources list Nathan Gardner as the partner but 

the author finds no record of a Nathan Gardner in Guilford 

xxxxxxxxx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

County in the 1860‘s and the superintendent of the cotton mill, 

which succeeded the gun factory, mentions Grafton Gardner 

in his diary as being associated with the gun factory.) The firm 

had a contract with the State of North Carolina for 10,000 

Mississippi type rifles. Although they fell well short of the 

contract before going bankrupt in December 1864, 2,239 rifles 

were accepted by the State.  These rifles were .577 caliber 

with 33‖ barrels and were usually marked ―M. J. & G, N. C.‖ 

―C.S.‖ on the lock plate. Some are also stamped ―Guilford‖. 

The original contract called for the rifles to be in ―North 

Carolina‖ caliber of .50 and some were made in this caliber. 

This was changed on the instructions Confederate Chief of 

Ordinance Joshia Gorgas on June 9, 1862. Although the 

contract called for iron mountings, the mountings on the rifles 

were produced brass. The patch box was eliminated per the 

contract. The rifles had a lug for a saber bayonet. The State 

cancelled the contract due to escalating prices which had 

raised the original $21 per rifle price to $164.31. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.C. LAMB & CO. RIFLES 

 

Another of the Model 1841 (Mississippi) style rifles made in 

the South during the war was manufactured by the firm of 

H.C. Lamb & Co. of Jamestown, NC. This firm was located at 

a water powered gun mill on Deep River north of Jamestown 

near the Florence community. The location of the shop is 

currently by a sewage lift station at the end of Sunnyvale Road 

off Penny Road. 

 

This gun mill had previously been the shop of William Lamb, 

a prominent maker of Jamestown sporting rifles and father of 

H.C. Lamb. Before North Carolina seceded, Jehu C. Lamb, a 

kinship of William Lamb, was traveling in the seceded States 

selling sporting rifles which were modified for military use. 

Correspondence between Jehu Lamb and William Lamb gives 

some insight into the situation in early 1861. On March 24, 

1861, William Lamb writes describing the situation in North 

Carolina. “Our State has voted down convention by a majority 

of only 194…it is reported that the President will reenforce 

our forts and the Va. forts. If that be true we shall go out and 

Vir. with us. It is reported here that Lincoln will surrender fort 

Sumter to your government. That I think is the best plan that 

he could adopt at present that wuld to some extent stop the 

xxxxx 
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H.C. Lamb & Co. Rifle 

Jamestown, North Carolina 

 

 
Mendenhall, Jones, & Gardner Rifle 

Jamestown, North Carolina 

 

 The Fayetteville Rifle 
Fayetteville, North Carolina 
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excitement here and give the people a chance to view matter 

more soberly, but if Lincoln does reenforce our forts at this 

time it will be like throwing fire into an old sage field it will 

sweep everything before it. The people will rise up almost to a 

man and say you must not do it. If you do we will turn our 

backs to you and go to the South. We will not have you filling 

out an army among us to fight the South. Something like above 

is the general talk among the people here.” 

 

In November, before the firm of H.C. Lamb entered a contract 

with the State of North Carolina to make rifles, Jehu Lamb 

was still selling Lamb rifles in the deep south as evidenced in 

a letter dated 14 November 1861. The letter from a Wm. L 

Hobson stated in part: “we entered Confederate service on the 

10
th

 of September last and are now camped about six miles 

from Mobile…as to your Rifles, I have sold every one of them 

to Colonel Garrot for use of the Confederate States… I want 

you to send me my Rifle at once as I may want it to Kill 

Yankees with…”  

 

Eventually the firm was organized as H.C. Lamb & Co. and 

composed of Henry Clarkson Lamb, Anderson Lamb, Jehu C. 

Lamb, and F.J. Carpenter. The firm had a contract with the 

State of North Carolina to manufacture Mississippi type rifles 

with no patch box. The initial caliber was 50 but later 

progressed to 54 and finally to 58 (.577). 

 

These rifles were about 49‖ long with a 32‖ to 33‖ barrel. The 

barrels were turned down from octagon barrels used in 

sporting guns and the last few inches near the breech were left 

octagon. The stocks on these guns were more crudely made 

than those of the Mendenhall, Jones, & Gardner. There first 

contract was in 1862 and a new contract was issued on Jan 1
st
, 

1863. The last contract was for 1,000 rifles of which H.C. 

Lamb & Co. delivered only 440 rifles before the contract was 

terminated and they were paid $5,600 for the 560 undelivered 

rifles. The company then began to manufacture wagons. 

 

The gun mill survived the war and was used as woolen mill 

until it burned about 1870. Most of the men involved in the 

company resumed making sporting rifles after the war. Muzzle 

loading percussion rifles were inexpensive, did not require 

expensive ammunition and were in demand in the cash poor 

South during reconstruction.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

GILLIAM & MILLER 

 

One of the rarest of the locally made Mississippi type rifles 

was made by Gilliam & Miller of High Point. L. M. Gilliam, a 

native of South Carolina, purchased a 200‘ x 200‘ lot on the 

bbbbbbbbbbbb 

corner of Plank Road and new railroad in what was soon to 

become the new village of High Point on June 25, 1858. 

Gilliam became a prominent citizen of the new town as a 

medical doctor, captain in the home guard and owner of a 

steam powered saw mill. In the 1860 census of Guilford 

County he is shown with $7,600 of real property and $22,438 

of personal property. On January 30, 1861, Gilliam wrote 

Gov. John Ellis offering free use of his property during the 

war (even though NC had not yet seceded) ―as a manufactory 

of firearms, or munitions of war‖. This offer was declined as 

there was no legal provision for such an act and there was, as 

yet, no war. Gilliam later took James Miller into his business 

and secured a contract with the State for the manufacture of 

Mississippi type rifles in 1862. A new contract was award on 

January 1
st
, 1863 for Gilliam & Miller to produce 2,000 rifles. 

They delivered only 676 rifles between January and July of 

1863 when the contract was terminated. 

 

These rifles were all .577 caliber with 7 groove rifling and 

brass furniture. They were similar in appearance to those made 

by Mendenhall, Jones, and Gardner. The firm also sold 800 

stocks to the State which were sent to the State Armory at 

Florence which was located on East Fork Road just across 

from the fairgrounds. 

 

NORTH CAROLINA ARMORY AT FLORENCE 

 
Early in the war the State of North Carolina established an 

armory in Guilford County just north of Jamestown in the 

village of Florence with Captain Zimri S. Coffin in command. 

The armory was located there because of its central location to 

the several contractors making arms for the State and the 

availability of gunsmithing skills in the area. As part of the 

effort to arm its troops, the State had militia colonels and State 

agents scour the countryside for shotguns and ―country rifles‖ 

which were sent to the armory for adaptation to military arms. 

Captain Coffin also coordinated the efforts of the various 

contractors in the area, including receiving and inspecting 

their arms. Other functions of the armory were the repair of 

broken arms and the assembly of arms from miscellaneous 

parts. The armory was still operating after the various 

contractors had gone out of business and assembled many 

guns from parts from these and other sources. One example of 

this was in July1863 when the State purchased all of the 

materials of Searcy & Moore (located at Rocky Springs in 

Rockingham County) and sent them to the Florence Armory. 

Henry Clay Briggs wrote that his father ―worked in the 

government gun shop at Florence for six months‖ and that he 

―made springs and triggers.‖ This was the only military arms 

manufactory still operating in this area in April 1865 and was 

burned by Yankee raiders. 

 

Other arms makers in the immediate area were Searcy & 

Moore in Rockingham County and Clapp, Gates & Company 

in eastern Guilford County. 

 

 
Gilliam & Miller Rifle 

High Point, North Carolina 
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IMPORTED ARMS 

 

The main arm imported through the blockade was the British 

Enfield Rifle Musket made by various contractors in England 

and used by both sides during the war. It had the advantage of 

being .577 caliber which made its ammunition interchangeable 

with the standard 58 caliber ammunition used in U.S. & C.S. 

arms. An estimated 900,000 of these arms were imported 

during the war and they were used in every major battle from 

April 1862 until the end of the war. Smaller quantities of arms 

were imported from Austria, Belgium, and Germany.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAYONETS, SCABBARDS, & CARTRIDGE BOXES  

MADE IN HIGH POINT, NORTH CAROLINA 

 

Samuel H. Smith was born in Wadesboro, NC, September 15, 

1846. He attended school at Oak Ridge Institute, Kernersville 

and Winston, but left school to engage with his brother-in-law, 

J. W. Lambeth of High Point, NC to manufacture of bayonets, 

scabbards, and cartridge boxes for the Confederate 

government. He enlisted in the Confederate Artillery with 

Company I, 10
th 

North Carolina Troops the last two years of 

the war. He was also courier for General Joseph E. Johnston at 

the Battle of Bentonville, North Carolina and was paroled in 

Greensboro. He moved to Winston, NC in 1875, served 

several years on the Board of Alderman, and was twice elected 

the Mayor of the city. 

 

BATTLEFIELD REQUISTIONS 

 

One of the largest sources of arms during the war for 

Confederate troops was weapons picked up on the battlefield. 

U. S. Model 1855 and 1861 rifled muskets were by far the 

most common and their standard caliber of 58 made them a 

very popular replacement for obsolete arms carried by many 

Confederates. More exotic arms such as breech loaders and 

those using metallic cartridges were not popular with 

Southerners due to the scarcity of the ammunition.  

 
Jack Perdue 

 

 

*Editor‘s note- Jack Perdue had a serious interest and vast 

knowledge of guns. He researched the weapons used during 

the War for Southern Independence with a keen interest in 

arms and men who made them in the Jamestown area. He was 

acknowledged as an authority on the subject and published a 

monograph entitled the ―The Gunmakers of Jamestown‖ and 

copies are available in the local libraries. He also supplied 

material for the book ―Gunsmiths of the Carolinas 1660-1870‖ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NORTH CAROLINA CONFEDERATE HISTORY 
 

TREATY OF PARIS 1783 

Article 1
st
. His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said 

United States, viz, New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 

Rhode Island and Providence plantations, Connecticut, New 

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 

Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina & Georgia, to be 

free sovereign and independent States; that he treats with 

them as such, and for himself, his heirs & successors, 

relinquishes all claims to the Government proprietary & 

territorial rights of the same and every part thereof. 
-  The State Records of North Carolina, Walter Clark, Vol. XVII, page 5. 

  

THE CRAIGE ORDINANCE 

An ordinance Dissolving the Union Between the State of 

North Carolina and the Other States United with her under the 

Compact Government Entitled ―The Constitution of the 

United States.‖ 

 We, the people of the State of North Carolina, in convention 

do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and 

ordained, That the ordinance adopted by the State of North 

Carolina in the convention of 1789, whereby the Constitution 

of the United States was ratified and adopted, and also all acts 

and parts of acts of the General Assembly, ratifying and 

adopting amendments to the said Constitution, are hereby 

repealed, rescinded, and abrogated. 

We do further declare and ordain, that the union now 

subsisting between the state of North Carolina and the other 

states, under the title of “The United States of America,” is 

hereby resolved, and that the state of North Carolina is in full 

possession and exercise all those rights of sovereignty which 

belong and appertain to a free and independent state.  
-  Journal of the Convention of the People of North Carolina, May 20, 1861, pp. 10-13.   

 

NORTH CAROLINA STATE FLAG 

North Carolina in the Constitutional Session of 1861adopted a 

state flag to be carried by all North Carolina troops since the 

State had no flag before that time. The flag consisted of a red 

field with a white star, May 20
th

, 1775, the date of North 

Carolina first declared independence from England; and below 

the star, May 20
th

, 1861, the date of secession when North 

Carolina declared its independence from the United States. 

The flag was our flag until 1885, when our legislature adopted 

our present day flag. 

 
British Pattern 1853 

“Enfield Rifle Musket 

 

*Source- History Course, “North Carolina in the War for Southern Independence,” from the History Class Manual of Instructor Jack Perdue. 
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Death by Journalism? 
 

               One Teacher’s Fateful Encounter  

                                    with Political Correctness 
 

      When Rhonda Winters, director of satellite campus for a 

North Carolina community college, offered an adult 

community-outreach course on the Civil War in the state, she 

couldn‘t have imagined the storm of political correctness she 

was setting into motion and the nightmare it would bring. 

      The course was almost finished, the students enjoyed it 

immensely, when a controversy-seeking reporter clashed with 

instructors and students and wrote an article falsely claiming 

the course was teaching that slaves in the South were happy. 

      Picked up by the Associated Press and reprinted 

worldwide, the article brought a barrage of vituperative news 

coverage and vilification to the college, resulting in an 

investigation by the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights and the 

cancellation of the course. While students, instructors and 

college officials vigorously proclaimed the reporting to be 

fabricated, the newspaper‘s editors insisted that it was 

accurate and fair – although evidence in this book shows that 

they knew otherwise. 

       In the end, the newspaper‘s deceptive view prevailed. But 

in this engrossing, moving, and frightening account, national 

award-winning journalist Jerry Bledsoe takes readers into the 

classroom to show what actually happened and behind the 

scenes as college officials, students and instructors attempted 

to deal with the crisis. 

       More than that, this book tells the story of an honorable 

man, Jack Perdue, the regional historian and preservationist 

who organized the course and died of a heart attack during the 

controversy, the victim, his family, friends, and students 

believed, of irresponsible journalism and political correctness. 

       Death by Journalism? Raises important questions about 

free speech, academic freedom, racial politics and news media 

integrity. It should be required reading for anybody who cares 

about honest and accountable journalism. 

 

How easy it is to make people believe a lie,  

and how hard it is to undo that work again! 
                                                  -Mark Twain 

 

Foreword 
 

     This book is about innocent people going about innocent 

activities who come under assault by a newspaper and not 

only find themselves the object of nationwide vilification, but 

thwarted in getting out the truth by the very media that 

condemned them. 

      It happened in mid-November, 1998, in the North Carolina 

County in which I live. The newspaper that started it, the 

News & Record of Greensboro, was one I had loved, one 

where I worked as reporter and columnist for more than 

twenty years. I knew the editors and publisher involved, and 

found myself in disbelief at what they allowed to occur. 

      I missed the controversy when it broke. I had left the 

newspaper years earlier to write books and was on a        

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

promotion 

promotion tour. I didn‘t get home until nearly three weeks 

afterward. I first heard about it when I had lunch with friends 

from the paper. It was the main topic of conversation. 

       A few days earlier, I learned, an expensive ad appeared 

claiming that the controversy- which revolved around an adult 

Civil War course at Randolph Community College- was 

contrived, the reporting false. As my friends discussed the ad 

and the articles that evoked it, I was without details sufficient 

to participate.       

      After lunch, curious, I sat down with a stack of back issues 

at the library. I was astonished at what I read. Not only was 

the reporting sensational and provocative, it was patently 

shoddy in other ways, and I was dismayed that it appeared in a 

newspaper that once had been recognized as one of the finest 

of its size in the country. Yet, despite these obvious flaws, and 

denials from students and lecturers, the newspaper‘s editors 

insisted that the articles were accurate and fair.      

      The final class had been cancelled because of the angry 

and overwhelming response, and students were waiting to 

hear whether they would be allowed to complete their studies.      

      Political censorship had become a very real possibility in 

my county, and my passions of free speech, truth, and honest 

journalism wouldn‘t allow me to sit by quietly.      

       I wrote a lengthy open letter questioning the credibility of 

the reporting and challenging the News & Record’s publisher 

to present proof of its claims. After the college permanently 

cancelled the final class and dropped the course, I wrote my 

hometown newspaper, the Courier-Tribune of Asheboro, 

saying that this abrogation of the First Amendment shouldn‘t 

be allowed and the course should be restored.     

      Although the News & Record publicly ignored my letter, it 

was published in an alternate newspaper, causing the course‘s 

instructor, Jack Perdue, to write to me. We subsequently had 

telephone conversations, one quite lengthy, during which I 

took extensive notes.      

       I had no intention or time to pursue the matter further, but 

when Jack Perdue died suddenly a few weeks later, I changed 

my mind. I had believed all along that behind this controversy 

lay a bigger, more important story about free speech, 

academic freedom, political correctness, racial politics, and 

journalistic ethics and responsibility, all of which came 

together at the same time in Jack Perdue‘s life.     

       This is that story. 

 

Prologue 
 

     No reporters attended Jack Perdue‘s funeral. No indignant 

editorial writers, angry columnists, or frothing radio and TV 

talk show hosts. Nobody from CBS, NBC, ABC, CNN, BBC, 

AP, or UPI showed up. 

    But the world‘s news media had lost interest and moved on. 

Jack was no longer of use to them. He was yesterday‘s story. 

His death was not their concern. 

    If any reporters had chosen to attend, they might have 

found his funeral of interest, if for no other reason than it 

reflected a different time. 

    A Confederate battle flag, a flag Jack revered, adorned the 

wall at the front of the chapel behind a table bearing 

photographs and memorabilia from his life.   On the table, too,  

 

was a decorative canister with a Civil War battle scene 
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was a decorative canister with a Civil War battle scene     

wrapping its corners. In it were Jack‘s ashes. 

      As the service began, a uniformed honor guard of 

Confederate Army re-enactors marched solemnly to seats 

across the aisle from the family. They were followed by 

women of the Confederate Order of the Rose, their faces 

veiled, wearing long, black mourning dresses of the 1860‘s. 

     The music, too, was of that period. ―Buffalo Gals, Won‘t 

You Come Out Tonight‖ served as prelude. And the mourners 

would exit the chapel with the strains of ―Dixie,‖ the anthem 

of the Old South, reverberating in their heads. 

     Some in this congregation said later they were 

disappointed that no reporters came, for they would have been 

curious to see their reactions when one of the ministers 

denounced the news media- and the News & Record and its 

reporter in particular- another aspect of this funeral that made 

it distinctive. 

     The condemnation prompted  a muttered chorus of 

―Amen,‖ for many in the congregation believed that a single 

fabricated article in the News & Record, and all that resulted 

from it, had contributed to Jack‘s death, if not having been 

directly responsible for it, as his mother, his wife, and others 

felt certain. 

     Jack Perdue, many of his mourners thought, was a 

Southern casualty of the Civil War 135 years after the fact, 

little different from men who had fallen on the battlefield. The 

only difference in their minds was that he had been felled by 

lies, distortions and the awesome power of the press and 

political correctness instead of by grapeshot, bayonet, or minie 

ball, brought down not for taking up arms against troops 

invading his homeland but for teaching the history of those 

who did. 

 

Afterward 
 

    At the risk of appearing sanctimonious, I found it easy after 

researching this book to understand why so many people 

detest journalists and hold newspapers and other news media 

in contempt, as many surveys have shown. 

    Editors defending dishonest, sensational reporting and 

ignoring its consequences…reporters presenting opinion as 

fact and molding stories to fit their piques and political 

preferences…editorial writers and columnists mistaking 

invective and name-calling for commentary and doing little or 

no research before losing their diatribes…reporters and editors 

willingly accepting a highly politicized government 

commission as an appropriate forum for determining truth and 

deciding which views of history are ―correct‖…corporate 

news media seeking the easy, the obvious, the tawdry- all 

disgusted me and made me ashamed for my profession. 

    But as disturbed as I was over these findings, as distressed 

as I became about the future of journalism, as despairing as I 

remain about transgressions of the First Amendment to 

prevent self-serving offense, I was even more troubled by 

another aspect of this story: the willingness, even eagerness, 

of the media to exploit race and keep people divided for no 

greater purpose than controversy. 

    That came home to me literally when I interviewed 

Randolph County NAACP president Rashidi Zalika, formerly 

rrr  

 

 

Richie Everette. I didn‘t know him. We agreed to meet at the 

library in Asheboro. I‘d seen his photograph in the local 

newspaper several times and was sure I‘d recognize him. 

    ―I‘m easy to pick out,‖ I told him, ―I‘ll be the tall, skinny, 

ugly one.‖ He laughed. ―Oh, I know you,‖ he said. ―I‘ll tell 

you how when I see you.‖ 

     We sat across a table from each other in a quiet corner of 

the library. He smiled and told me that a person dear to me 

and my family said hi. She once was married to my son‘s best 

friend, who for nearly a quarter century has been like a second 

son to my wife and me. 

     ―How do you know her?‖ I asked, surprised. ―My wife is 

her sister,‖ he said. ―I saw you at the wedding but I didn‘t get 

a chance to speak.‖ We also attended a funeral together at a 

tiny country church. It was for another of his wife‘s sisters 

who died young. 

     We ended up talking for more than three hours, and the 

first thirty minutes focused on family. I greatly admired his 

wife‘s parents, who got their many children through college 

on unending work and textile mill salaries. 

     As we talked about Zalika‘s own background, I was struck 

by how much he had in common with Jack: a concern for 

heritage, love of place, home and family, even shared political 

views. ―I wish you could have gotten to know Jack Perdue 

better,‖ I told him. ―I think you might have liked each other.‖ 

   ―I wanted to,‖ he said. ―I intended to take that course.‖ 

    It wasn‘t my desire for the course to be dropped, he told 

me, although other NAACP officers wanted that. Yet he 

publicly had lauded Larry Linker‘s decision. He had labeled 

the Sons of Confederate Veterans as a hate group without 

knowing Jack or any of the other members involved in the 

course. He later described the course as having a thin veil of 

hatred toward Blacks, Yankees, Jews, and Native Americans, 

although that wasn‘t so. 

    Nothing racial had come up in the class he attended. I 

wondered how he could come to such conclusions after 

acknowledging that he had been treated courteously and had 

heard and seen nothing offensive. 

    He sensed those things, he said, in part because he expected 

them. Just as instructors and students viewed him with 

suspicion because of his sudden appearance late in the course 

after their experience with Feinsilver; he, too, saw them with 

mistrust that caused him to accept what he anticipated finding, 

even though he didn‘t see or hear it. 

    To understand that, he said, I had to be able to see it 

through his eyes, his experiences. And that wasn‘t possible. 

    Here we sat, strangers, with people we loved in common, so 

much else, yet divided by the irrelevancy of skin color and a 

complicated past that transformed the present into different 

realities for both of us. 

    ―How are we ever going to overcome this?‖ I asked. ―How 

are we ever going to be able to accept each other just as 

people?‖ He had no answer, and neither did I. 

    We walked out together and stopped on the sidewalk to say 

farewells. ―So you think that Feinsilver held out the race bait 

and we bit?‖ he said. ―I do.‖ He nodded. We shook hands, 

wished each other well, and went our separate ways.  

 

-Source: Death by Journalism by Jerry Bledsoe 
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Frazier Camp Past Commanders 

  
Jack Perdue, Rahlo Fowler, Ken Norman, and Rusty Van Landingham 

 

 
             

 

Jack Perdue was a true Southern Gentleman. One 

could not be in the presence of Jack very long, and 

not feel his zeal for Southern history. He had a 

great knowledge of local and Southern history. 

Jack served as editor of our camp newsletter for 

many years. He provided a rich source of history 

for all, and was eager to help anyone research their 

Confederate ancestor. It was an honor to have 

known and worked with him while I was 

commander of the Frazier Camp.                      

                                                                                

                                                      Ken Norman 

                              Frazier Camp Past Commander 

                                  Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

Jack Perdue was a wonderful man, deserving of much respect, 

and really knowledgeable about anything related to the War 

Between the States.  It was always a great pleasure to participate 

in reenactments with him.  

 

Marilyn Coble 

Guilford Chapter 301 

United Daughters of the Confederacy 

 

From the time I met him, Jack impressed me with 

his great knowledge of history.  Any time I called 

him about historical information that I needed, but 

had been unable to find, Jack could point me in the 

right direction.  I counted it an honor to give a 

eulogy at his funeral and pay tribute to this man 

that was a good husband, father, citizen of his 

community, ethical in his profession, and SCV 

member. For Jack was indeed a true Southern 

gentleman, and a great member of the Sons of 

Confederate Veterans carrying out the "Charge” 

 

Rev. Herman White, Past Commander 

Frazier Camp & NC Division Chaplain 

                    Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

In the memory of Jack Perdue who was a Tribute to all Sons, 

Daughters, & Children of the Confederacy for his dedication to 

the preservation of the character, principles, values, and virtues 

of our Confederate ancestors.  
 

                                                     Joanne Sharpe 

President of the Guilford Chapter 301 

 United Daughters of the Confederacy 

 

 Jack Perdue was a man with a twinkle in his eye especially when 

it came to family and the SCV. I enjoyed learning from Jack 

about the Perdue family history and also information about our 

SCV heritage. I got to know Jack through the mail in 

correspondence first, then the Perdue Newsletters and the 

reunions. I got to know him more once a friend encouraged me 

to join the Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp. He was a hard working man 

and a man with many talents!! It was a joy to know him and 

serve with him in the SCV. He is greatly missed! 

                   

Todd Southard 

Frazier Camp Adjutant 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

Jack Perdue was a man of honor. His knowledge of 

history was unsurpassed. He did not yield to 

politically correct versions of revised history. He 

was a man of courage and compassion. Even 

though Jack's time on earth was only for a 

moment, we can thank God for sending us an 

example of true friendship and brotherly love.  

 

Deo Vindice, Tom Corns 

Frazier Camp Past Commander  

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Route 2, Scotland Neck, NC                             November 13, 2010 

 

Today is my Dad’s 99
th

 Birthday; I am looking over a plump 

cotton field at the house built in 1794 where he was born. This is 

history, my history…History belongs to all of us, it is free, some 

thrive on it, but not all truly love it… 

 

My friend, Jack Perdue, relished it with zeal. His very being 

glowed and it put a sparkle in his eyes. He studied it, enrolled it 

in his memory and best of all, he loved to share it with all of us. 

He loved it all, but the War Between the States held his passion. 

He was the answer man for most of us, “The Go to Guy.” I could 

call his office and he would stop whatever he was doing and 

assist me in whatever search I was conducting. He gave the right 

answers and his facts were indisputable, concise and honest 

truths… 

 

Jack’s passing was a personal loss to me, but like Shelby Foote, a 

Southern Gentleman in manner and deed, is gone. I shall always 

carry pleasant thoughts of Jack Perdue in my heart… 

 

Rusty Van Landingham 

Frazier Camp Past Commander 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
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Jack was a good friend and a proud Southern 

Gentleman who always stayed true to his 

Confederate ancestors. He was an example for us 

all to always conduct ourselves with honor and 

dignity, no matter what the scorners or 

politically correct crowd says.  

 

The Confederate States motto says it all... 

Deo Vindice.....God Will Vindicate! 

 

Stan Clardy, Musician & Historian  

 

 

I was living in Winston Salem at the time that 

happened and had heard of the SCV, but not 

seriously considered joining.  The outrage I felt 

at hearing of the "controversy" (knowing how 

bogus this was) planted the first serious seeds of 

thought toward my becoming a member.  It took 

a few more years before I finally took the final 

step of reaching out and making contact, but 

seeing the persecution that Jack was undergoing 

was the beginning of my journey toward taking a 

more active role in defending my heritage. 

 

J. Keith Jones 

Frazier Camp Past Commander 

North Piedmont Brigade Commander 

 

 

 

 
 

I met my distant cousin Jack Perdue in the mid 

1990's at one of the Perdue family reunions. My 

late sister Alice Jones Ross, our family historian, 

invited myself and my brother Calvin Jones to go 

along and meet out cousins.  Jack's great 

grandfather and my great grandfather, Sgt. 

William A. Perdew (Perdue) were brothers. I met 

Jack and listened to him tell my sister all about 

the Perdue's. I consider it an honor to have him 

as blood kin, and he is greatly missed. 

 

Iva Jones Williams 

Charter Member  

Rockingham County Chapter 586 

United Daughters of the Confederacy 

 Reidsville, North Carolina 
 

 

When I was a small boy, I was always told about all the cousins we had in the Stokesdale community. We grew up in the 

Midway and Brown Summit communities, and at time to time my father Walter M. (Chunk) Jones would have the Perdue 

cousins over to the house. But the family get-togethers were less as time passed. Around 1995-96 we were reconnected with 

our distant cousins again at the Perdue Reunions. It was there I met my cousin Jack and discovered we were both members 

of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, Jack was in  the  High  Point  Camp  and  me with  the  Reidsville  Camp.   Jack was a 

true Southern gentleman and knew a wealth of history on the Perdue family. The last time I saw Jack was on October 31, 

1998 at the dedication for the new Rockingham County Confederate Monument in Wentworth, North Carolina. If I had 

known it was the last time I would see him, well, I have a second chance now…Cousin, Thank you for all you did!    

Calvin Odell Jones 

                    Past Commander of the North Carolina Society                             Past Commander & Lt. Commander 

                    Confederate Officers Society of North Carolina                         Pvt. Lorenzo Dow Williams Camp #1456 

                                Military Order of Stars and Bars                                               Sons of Confederate Veterans                    

                                                                                                  

                                                                                
  
                                                                                   

  

 

Ask most Sons of Confederate Veterans members why they joined 

the organization and you will get many varied responses.  If you 

continue to quiz them further as to why they joined it becomes 

obvious that the underlying reason was a desire to proclaim the 

truth and most importantly preserve it.  All too often truth gets in 

the way of a politically correct agenda and therefore must be 

destroyed and swept aside.  It is of little doubt that the media serves 

as the henchmen of this politically correct agenda by attempting to 

control the dialogue of honest discussion.  We must strive to 

overcome their efforts at all costs…  

Jack Perdue was an honorable man who not only spoke of the truth 

but lived it as well.  It is up to all of us to make sure his death doesn’t 

become a mere causality of an honorable fight but a beacon of light 

in our efforts against ignorance and deliberate misinformation.  

Let’s honor Compatriot Perdue and those like him, who have gone 

before us, by rededicating our efforts of Southern and Confederate 

heritage preservation… 

 

Thomas M. Smith Jr. 

NC Division Commander 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

  

 
Photo Courtesy of Annie Laura Perdue 

Compatriot Stan Clardy performing music during the service on the 

left in the photo above with Jack Perdue on his right participating in 

the new Confederate Monument Dedication Service in Rockingham 

County on October 31, 1998 in Wentworth, North Carolina.             
 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

  

Special Tribute to Past Commander 
 

Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 – “From the Commander’s Tent”               Special Edition 2010 – Tribute to Past Commander Jack Perdue                Page 30 

  
Photo Courtesy of Ken Norman 

Commander Jack Perdue with Jamestown Mayor 

Billy Ragsdale during the Frazier Camp meeting at 

the Jamestown Public Library in December 1998  

 

My good friend Jack Perdue was a serious minded 

man who dedicated relentless effort to all of his 

endeavors. He was an honest man who earned the 

respect of everyone who knew him. He devoted his 

life to research and studying history, a subject he 

loved. He possessed an abundance of knowledge in 

history and always enjoyed sharing with others. 

This passion would also result in his commitment 

to preserve our local history.  We were all blessed 

for Jack, Annie, and his family’s efforts with the 

historic sites in our community of Jamestown...  

 

Jack Perdue was a man who represented truth and 

was considered a pillar in our community. I will 

always remember his unselfishness and willingness 

to give his support to others. He was a man you 

could always depend on. He never half-heartedly 

supported any project which earned him respect 

from his peers. He was whole heartedly committed 

to all he did, a man of actions, not just words… 

 

Billy Ragsdale 

Past Mayor 

Jamestown, North Carolina 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  

 
    A good man was buried on Friday, February 12

th
. The service was a moving and uplifting experience, one that Jack 

Perdue would have found appropriate and respectful of his heart and mind. He lived a passion for history, a passion of 

history for his family, his local region, his state, and his country. He endeavored everyday to share this passion and uplift 

those around him with his vast knowledge and enthusiasm for that history, and especially the history of his home, the 

South. Those of us who attended the service, who share his passion for that history, who have great-grandfathers, 

grandfathers, or yes, even fathers who chose to serve and defend their homeland, said goodbye to a true and honest friend. 

In addition to a loving family and a multitude of friends, there was an honor guard in dress uniform of more than a dozen 

of his Sons of Confederate Veterans compatriots. Also in evidence were the flags of the Confederacy and other personal 

items given evidence of the love and respect this man felt for his forebears, those proud and patriotic men who offered 

themselves in ultimate sacrifice for their homeland. 

   The News & Record may not have noticed, other than to run the small obituary, which appeared in the paper, that the 

man whose reputation you had done so much to smear with false witness, innuendo, and bold lies, had passed. Did you care 

how deeply you had wounded this man for trying to present an honest and complete account of our history? Did you realize 

how without justification were your attempts to paint him as some thoughtless bigot with no respect for others? I know that 

Jack Perdue took all of this very personally, all the hurtful accusations, all the unfounded notoriety, all the repeated 

misstatements of the facts, and all the stress that came with the outcry against him which you began. I can only believe that 

the stress of the N&R’s ill conceived journalistic assault contributed to the ending of this good man.  

    If the N&R had real respect for freedom of speech, any respect for an individuals right to pursue happiness at no expense 

to others, or the right of man to not have his good name defamed, the N&R would slink out of town in shame for the role 

they played. There have been many cowards throughout the history of this nation who have used bold false statement to 

incite the public to an abuse of good men, but not witch hunters, nor the red-hunters of McCarthyism, showed no more 

disregard for the truth or an individual’s rights. The very least the N&R owe is an apology to the family of Jack Perdue. 

We realize by now the N&R does not have the combined simple strength of character to post a retraction or an apology for 

its mischief. As long as political correctness governs the editorial judgment, then good men should beware, lest they fall 

victim to your ill-used “freedom of the press.” 
 

                                                                                                                         Ed Julian 

                                                                                                                          Frazier Camp Treasurer 

                                                                                                                          Sons of Confederate Veterans 
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*Editor’s note- Ed Julian submitted titled as “Freedom to Slander?” to the Letter to the 

Editor of the Greensboro News & Record and it was never acknowledged or printed. It was 

published in Letter to the Editor of the Courier Tribune in Asheboro on February 25, 1999. 

 

During my years in North Carolina, I met many great 

people, but none more dedicated to the history of the Old 

North State than Jack Perdue.  I was deeply impressed by 

his desire not only to learn all he could, especially about 

his own family and the Confederacy, but also to help 

others learn.  That drive led him to be a leader in 

heritage organizations and to become involved in trying 

to raise money for scholarships.  Too many folks just talk 

about their love of history; Jack worked hard to teach 

others to love history as he did.  I am so glad to know that 

he has not been forgotten. 

 

Richard B. McCaslin, Ph.D. 

Professor and Chair, Department of History 

University of North Texas 

 

Past Commander Jack Perdue lived by the words shared 

by a man he respected, General Robert E. Lee, “do your 

duty in all things, you cannot do more, you should never 

wish to do less…” These words from General Lee, “to 

succeed it is necessary to set the example…” can describe 

his service in the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  

He was committed to the preservation of our heritage 

even when these words from General Lee “I think it better 

to do right, even if we suffer in so doing…” were present 

in his life. His efforts will never be forgotten…  

                        The dedication to our “Charge” from all of   

                        us in the Sons of Confederate Veterans will  

                        be the greatest tribute to his memory…  

 

 

 



 

 

  

Memorial Plaque Unveiling Dedication Service 
 
 

 
Official Unveiling Ceremony 

of the Memorial Plaque  

for  

Commander Jack Lewis Perdue, Sr. 

 

July 10, 2010, 3:30 pm 

Old Perdue-York Family Cemetery 

Oak Level Baptist Church Road 

Stokesdale, North Carolina 

Rockingham County 

 
This Event is sponsored by 

 

Confederate Officers Society of North Carolina  

Military Order of Stars and Bars 

 

Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

The Guilford Grays / Company B, 27
th

 NC Infantry 

21
st
 North Carolina Infantry 

 

The MOSB, Davenport Battery                            

Rockingham County Light Artillery 

 
                                                             Photo Courtesy- Laura Perdue Goodman 

 

The Lt F.C. Frazier Camp 668 were proud of our 

partnership with the NC Society of the MOSB to 

present this Bronze Memorial Plaque as a Special Gift 

to the Family of Jack Perdue. 

                                                                 

Special Tribute 
 

On a hot afternoon in July we gathered with friends, 

family, and compatriots not to mourn, but to celebrate 

the life of a loyal son of the Confederacy. Jack Lewis 

Perdue, Sr. was a true Southern gentleman who had a 

special place in the hearts of everyone who knew him.  

 

He possessed the same character as our ancestors and 

dedicated his life to defending the good name of our 

Confederate Veterans. His knowledge of genealogy 

was unsurpassed and he shared this special gift with 

many in the search for their ancestors. This dedication 

to research and his vast knowledge of history earned 

the respect of many authors, historians, librarians, 

museum directors, professors, and students.     

 

The Frazier Camp was truly blessed; Jack Perdue will 

always be remembered for his unselfish efforts. The 

NC Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

acknowledged his dedication to the Charge with the 

“Zebulon Vance Award.” This award is given as 

follows: “The Zebulon Vance Award is given to the 

North Carolinians who have shown an 

unreconstructed attitude in supporting and preserving 

the symbols and ideals for which our Confederate 

Ancestors fought and died.” 

 

On this special day we honored his memory… 

 

-Ron Perdue 

The old Perdue-York Cemetery was rediscovered by 

Jack and Annie Laura Perdue on a trip in search for 

ancestors after many years of being overtaken by 

nature. Annie Laura said Jack was very excited with 

the discovery of this old family cemetery. In the past 

year she finally found the perfect field stone after 

years of searching for his marker which belonged in 

this cemetery that awaited this bronze plaque. 
 

  
                                                                                                               Photo Courtesy- Ron Perdue 
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Order of Ceremony 
 

Recorded Prelude Music 
“The Land Called Dixieland” by Stan Clardy 

 
Invocation 

Reverend Herman White 
N.C. Division and Frazier Camp Chaplain 

 

Remarks 

Commander Rodney Williams 
North Carolina Society Military Order of Stars & Bars 

Commander Ron Perdue 
Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp, Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 
Unveiling of Plaque 

Commander’s Rodney Williams & Ron Perdue 

 
Benediction 

Deacon Larry Beeson 
North Carolina Society Chaplain, MOSB 

 
Military Honors 

Infantry and Artillery 

 
Closing 

Singing of “Dixie” 
 

                                                            Photo Courtesy- Laura Perdue Goodman 

 

The Confederate Artillery Honor Guard with their 

cannon as the Confederate Infantry Honor Guard 

walks to cemetery prior to unveiling ceremony. 

 

   
                                                                                                           Photo Courtesy- Kevin Burgess 

 

The Infantry Honor Guard marching in for the 

Memorial Plaque Unveiling and Dedication Service at 

Perdue-York Cemetery in Stokesdale, North Carolina.  
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                              Photo Courtesy- Larry Brandon 

 

 The Infantry Honor Guard awaits the dedication 

service for Past Commander Jack Perdue of the Frazier 

Camp with current Rahlo Fowler, Chief-of-Staff of the 

Col. John Sloan Camp 1290, Jerry Bledsoe, the author 

of “Death by Journalism”, and William Hammer, the 

editor of the “Rhino Times”. 
        

 

                                                                                                          
                                                                                                       Photo Courtesy- Larry Brandon        

The Commander’s review plans for the Unveiling and 

Dedication Service for their cousin Jack L. Perdue, Sr.   
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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Family Members, 

Honored Guest, Friends, and Members of the Order, 

the Sons and Daughters of the Confederacy. 

 

Today we gather in a very special place. We are here at 

the ancient burial site of the Perdue’s. A site which had 

cradled the mortal remains of the Perdue Clan for 

maybe 200 years. However, today we are not gathered 

here to grieve a recently departed loved one. We gather 

here to pay homage to a great man, and unveil to the 

world a monument of Stone and Bronze. This 

monument will proclaim his name far past our own 

time. And to future generations, the love and friendship 

we had for Jack Lewis Perdue SR, a modern day 

Southern Hero. 

 

Today is not a memorial service or a funeral, that was 

held 10 years ago. We are here, as our ancestors did in 

days of old, to pay homage to a fallen Southern Hero. 

As is was in the past when people gathered to unveil 

monuments to Lee, Jackson, Davis and Stuart, we 

gather here today to pay homage to Perdue, 

Commander Jack Perdue, a trusted friend. 10 years 

ago we brought Jack to this spot, a site he chose years 

ago to honor his own Confederate ancestors up here in 

Perdue Country. Jack knew that one day he would not 

be here to honor his ancestors. With the help of Todd 

Southard, he made arrangements to have these 

memorial stones placed here, so future family members 

could honor them. We honor them for their service, but 

today, just today, they take a back seat to a great 

husband, father, historian, and friend, Jack Perdue.  

 

 

 

 

Jack told me it was the Best service he had ever been 

to. I watched him walk out of sight, standing tall, in 

Confederate Uniform, Musket in hand, as the autumn 

leaves began to fall. Cousin, I once again stand, in the 

presence of the Confederate Organizations gathered, 

but the Monument of Stone and Bronze we unveil, is 

for you. Long after we have crossed over to meet you 

and as time and weather wear away the letters 

inscribed. I pray that if nothing else remains, that it be 

this, 2 Latin Words. Deo Vindice, which means, God 

will Vindicate. For those of us here today, as you pass 

close by this cemetery in your travels, stop by this 

place, and leave a small stone at the foot of this 

monument, for what Jack endured for us and Dixie. If 

we do that, like we should, the caretaker will have to 

haul off the stones in a wheelbarrow to get ready for 

each mowing season.  

 

Thank you Dear Lord for Jack Perdue, 

 

Rodney Williams 

North Carolina Society Commander  

The Military Order of Stars and Bars   

I knew Jack through my 

late aunt Alice Jones Ross, 

granddaughter of Phoebe 

Perdue Jones, if you 

haven’t caught it yet, Jack 

and I are cousins, as a lot 

of us here today are. My 

Aunt Alice and Jack 

shared family information 

between the family lines 

and formed a good 

friendship. Through my 

Aunt I became acquainted 

with my distant cousin. 

The last time I saw Jack 

was at the conclusion of 

the unveiling of the New 

Confederate Monument in 

Wentworth in 1998. 
 

Commander Rodney Williams 

 

 

 
The Rockingham County Confederate Monument in 

Wentworth, North Carolina dedicated on October 31, 

1998. This was one of the greatest days in my life. I felt a 

presence that day that the Confederate Heroes of 

Rockingham County smiled down on us. It meant so 

much to me to have Jack with me in this service. It is so 

sad that many of the rocks of our family have passed 

away.                                                           Rodney Williams 
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                                                                                                   Photo Courtesy- Laura Perdue Goodman 
 

 

The Frazier Camp is proud of our partnership with the 

NC Society of MOSB to dedicate this Bronze Plaque in 

tribute to our Past Commander Jack Perdue. My cousin 

Rodney and I will now have the honor to unveil this 

bronze plaque for the Family of Jack Perdue. 

 

Ron Perdue 

Commander 

Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

 

 
                                                                                                 Photo Courtesy- Laura Perdue Goodman 

 

We are very proud to be here today with friends and 

family at this location, old Perdue-York Cemetery, 

rediscovered by Jack and Annie Laura a few years ago 

after many years of being overtaken by nature. 

 

Jack referred to this area as “Perdue Country”, he was 

correct. We are surrounded by many of our Perdue 

ancestors here in the old family cemetery and across the 

street in the church cemetery. The Oak Level Baptist 

Church has been here many years. It was where my late 

father, Rev. Charlie Columbus Perdue was ordained as 

a minister in February of 1952. 

 

Jack was very proud to dedicate these two markers here 

a few years ago to honor our Confederate Ancestors 2
nd

 

Great Grandfather Jehu Jackson Perdue and 2
nd

 Great 

Uncle John C. Perdue who served in Co. D of the 45
th

 

Madison Greys, North Carolina Troops in 1862 to 1863. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

masons. Our 2
nd

 Great Grandfather William Saunders 

Perdue built many chimneys in the homes of Forsyth, 

Guilford, Rockingham, and neighboring counties.  

 

Behind us, the large vertical 

field stone has the inscription 

1796, 1861, and the mark of our 

3
rd

 Great Grandfather William 

A. Perdue. The field stones with 

the stacked rock graves here are 

unique. This is the only known 

location in Rockingham County. 

This may be explained with the 

fact some of our ancestors were 

not  only  farmers but also stone  
 

 
Commander Ron Perdue 
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Confederate Infantry 
Honor Guard 

 

The Confederate Infantry Honor Guard presented 

Military Honors as they filled the air with the smoke of 

black powder in a Three Volley Salute to Commander 

Jack Perdue. The 21
st
 North Carolina Infantry were 

honored to display the colors with the same 

Confederate Battle Flag that was used when Jack 

Perdue marched in their ranks in past events. 

 

The 21
st
 North Carolina Infantry was represented by 

Captain Rahlo Leonard, Don Hartman, Oscar Lopez, 

Bobby Brown, and Don Lloyd with the support of 

David Jobe and Ed Martin representing the Guilford 

Grays, Co. B, of the 27
th

 North Carolina Infantry and 

civilians Tammy Brown & Rahlo Fowler.  

 
Photos Courtesy- Larry Brandon, Kevin Burgess, Laura Perdue Goodman 
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Artillery Infantry 
Honor Guard 

 

The Confederate Artillery Honor Guard presented 

Military Honors by making some noise in Rockingham 

County on a hot summer day in July with their Three 

Volley Cannon Salute to the memory of Jack Perdue. 

 

The Artillery Honor Guard was represented by 

Captain Larry Brown, John Martin, Dwayne Roberts, 

Ken Patterson, and R. Patrick Williams of the Military 

Order of Stars and Bars, Davenport Battery of the 

Rockingham County Light Infantry. 

 

 
 Photos Courtesy- Larry Brandon, Kevin Burgess, Laura Perdue Goodman 
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Memorial Plaque Unveiling Dedication Service 

Dedication to the Grandsons 
We trust they will cherish their special gift of 

family heritage by the preservation of their 

Southern Heritage, by the remembrance of 

their ancestors, and respect for tradition in the 

memory and legacy of their Grandfather. 
 

 
                             Photo Courtesy- Laura Perdue Goodman 

 

Jackson Kenny Goodman, William (Liam) Morgan 

Perdue, Hunter McKinley Perdue standing left to right, 

and Charlie Allen Goodman kneeling. 

 

 Family Appreciation 
 

      The Memorial Plaque Dedication Service 

was absolutely fabulous! It has given our 

grandsons a wonderful memory of their “Papa 

Jack” as called by Liam and “Granddad” as 

Hunter, Kenny, and Charlie call him… 

      I was humbled at the number of people 

who came to the service paying tribute to a 

man who has been gone for almost eleven 

years. He was a wonderful father, husband, 

teacher, and friend. We were all blessed to 

have him in our lives. There is no way I can 

ever thank Ron, Rodney, and all of those who 

participated in the ceremony. It was a day that 

my family will never forget… 

      I wish to thank everyone so much for their 

love and caring for this special man… 
-Annie Laura Perdue 

 

Grandsons with Confederate Honor Guard 
 

                                                                                                                       Photo Courtesy- Laura Perdue Goodman 

 

 

                                                                                                                       Photo Courtesy- Laura Perdue Goodman 
 

 

                                                                                                                                            Photo Courtesy- Ron Perdue 
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Memorial Plaque Unveiling Dedication Service 

 

 

We would like to express our appreciation to Annie Laura Perdue and the family for the privilege of honoring our 

Past Commander Jack Perdue in this Memorial Bronze Plaque Dedication Service. We would like to thank 

Commander Rodney Williams and the North Carolina Society of the Military Order Stars & Bars for their 

partnership, 21
st
 NC Infantry, Co. B of the 27

th
 NC Infantry Guilford Grays, and the MOSB (Davenport Battery) 

Rockingham County Light Infantry for their service as Honor Guard, Rockingham Chapter 586 of the United 

Daughters of the Confederacy for greeting guests with Memorial Programs, Forbis & Dick Funeral Service, 

Heritage Monument Service, Oak Level Baptist Church, Rockingham County neighbors, and everyone involved for 

making this tribute possible, and all the guests, friends, and family for attending our ceremony on this special day.  

Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 

North Carolina Division 

 Sons of Confederate Veterans 
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The Great Seal of the Confederacy 

 
 
The Original Print was engraved by Joseph S. Wyon, Chief Engraver of Her Majesty's Seals of 
London, England. This Print is from the Original Print from the Collection of the Museum of the 
Confederacy in Richmond, Virginia with Permission by the Museum in 1992 
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Aide de Camp 
 

Proud sponsors 

 
Confederate Artillery 
Charles Crowell III, MD 

Jack Ryan 

Anonymous 

 

Confederate Cavalry 
Graham B. Patterson, Jr. 

Confederate Infantry 
Craig Hopkins 

Ed Hawley 

 

Confederate Navy 
Col Ron Perdue CSA 

 
Confederate States 

Secret Service 
J. Kim Dockery 

Anonymous Confederado 

 

 

You are welcomed to join us as Aide de Camp for the 

opportunity to honor the proud service of your Confederate 

Ancestor, or join the Confederate States Secret Service or 

Treasury in tribute to your Southern Heritage. Your 

membership will support our efforts as a Historical Honor 

Society. The Frazier Camp will present Proud Sponsors with 

Certificate of Recognition for our sincere appreciation.  

 

 

Frazier Camp Final Farewell 
  On March 12, 1999 we all said farewell to a good friend and 

compatriot. The service began at 2:00 pm. long before that time; 

the chapel began to fill with friends, SCV members, County 

Commissioners and neighbors. They all were there to pay their 

final respects to a dear departed friend. As people began to be 

seated, you could faintly hear the period music that Jack loved 

so well. It made one‘s thoughts go back in time to the days that 

Jack mentioned so many times, the good ole Southern days. At 

2:00 pm, you could hear the sounds of the honor guard entering 

the sanctuary under the faint voice of the 1
st
 Sgt. Each man was 

in step and dressed in Confederate Gray uniforms. Around each 

man‘s left arm was a black ribbon indicating the loss of a 

compatriot. Behind the honor guard, came the ladies in their 

traditional black dress of mourning. With veils down over their 

faces, they proceeded to the front of the sanctuary. They were 

expressing their loss of someone that meant so much to all of us. 

With everyone standing, the family entered. Each in their own 

way, were expressing their sorrow, many with tears of sadness 

on their face. Rev. Joe Bryant and Rev. Herman White officiated 

at the service. When the service in the sanctuary was over, the 1
st
 

Sergeant with spotless white gloves on slowly approached the 

remains and in slow motion saluted. The remains were carried 

out of the church while a rousing rendition of DIXIE was being 

played. At the grave site there were many flowers of all designs. 

As Rev. Jeff Palmer began to conduct the service, it began to 

rain, wind was blowing, and the temperature began to fall. The 

harsh weather didn‘t hamper the service. The honor guard fired a 

three round salute to Jack in perfect unison Taps were sounded, 

I, along with many others, couldn‘t hold back the emotion we 

felt. We gave Jack our final farewell. 

Frazier Camp Newsletter – March 1999 

 

Frazier Camp Special Tribute 
 

The most respectful Tribute we can achieve in Honor of the 

Memory of Jack Perdue is to dedicate our lives as our Past 

Commander with our loyalty to the ―Charge.‖ This dedication 

will challenge us all with new enthusiasm to defend our history 

and protect our Southern heritage that he so loved...       
 

THANK YOU for your support 

with generous contributions to 

Aide de Camp which support 

our camp activities and projects 

in our goals to preserve our 

heritage and history. 

 

*Please join our Aide de Camp 

with tax-deductable donation by 

sending your gift payable to the 

Frazier Camp to Ron Perdue, 

PO Box 5641, High Point, N.C. 

27262.  
*501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

 

The Great Seal of the Confederate 

States of America was adopted by 

the Confederate Congress February 

22, 1862. The Meaning of the 

Symbols is Clear- an Equestrain 

Statue of George Washington 

Surrounded with a Wreath 

Composed of the Principal 

Agricultural Products of the 

Confederacy-Cotton, Tobacco, 

Sugar Cane, Corn, Wheat and 

Rice. The Confederate States of 

America, 22 February, 1862, with 

the following Motto "Deo Vindice"  

(God Favor our Cause) 

 

 

Confederate Treasury 
Vernon Vallance 

Col Crutch Williams CSA 

 

The Lt. F.C. Frazier Camp 668 would like to express our 

sincere appreciation to all who contributed to this tribute to 

our Past Commander. Please join us in the observance of the 

150
th

 Anniversary of the War Between the States over the 

next five years. We pray for God’s Blessings to you and your 

families in the New Year…       

“Ne Obliviscaris…” Lest We Forget 
 

The Frazier Camp would like to also thank you for your past support 

to the Jack Perdue Heritage Defense Fund. 


